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READER. 
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T was ſaid ofold, that from the Pro- Ier.2z.15. 
phers .of '{traſalem»; ' was wickednes | 
; gone forth , into the whole land: 
And,it may be faid.as truly this day. . 
that , the Sinns of the mm#ni/ters, have 
inteted,the whole Eftate. 
Now indeed,by the rule of the Goſpe/,it muſt needs 
be ſo : If the light ( ſaith our Saviour ) Which is in tbee, mat 6,23. 
be darknes, how great t5 that darknes ?It the calling, which 
Should give direction to others , be it felte corrupted 
| how great muſt that corruption be ? It the founteine 
| bepoyſoned,all,that armte thereof, muſt needs be in 
| danger. Iam, by the mercie , of him that hath called 
.\ me, a Chriſtian : therefore, cannot but even honour, 
the feete of Gods meſſengers: Tam a miniſter, and alſo Rom. 10. 
| am bound, to nainteine the credit, of the calling: an 
| but let my tongue , cleave to the roofe of my mouth, 
| rather thera shoule uſeit, ro the /icking over thoſe 
| ſores, which , exceptthey be /avnced to the quicke, 
| and ſearched to the bottome;can neverbecured. And 
| wretched is that kindes, which goerh abour , to heale - 
| thehurt of the chorch,with ſweete words: faying,all is 
| as it should be , when the garde of the Lord , lyeth, 
| like the feild of the Sluggard.and his vineyard, like the 
| eizegara of him'that is idle : and $797 ; even now , as in 7 - 
| time paſt, figheth, and ſtretcherth oither bands; and er. 4437; 
4 Bhs 4 (+). cryeth, th 


$0b.22,18 


Eſay-58 / 


2.18.2. 
8 $+ 


EPISTLE. E 
cryeth , Woe is me,, my ſoule fainteth , becauſe of the 
therers ! FE; 

Whatman can ſee , the deſolation of the Lords 
howſe,by dumbe 7doles.incroaching Simeniacks drow- 
fy Demaſſes , ubiquitarie Non-reſidents ; but his ſpirit 
with in him , ( if he have butadramme of zeale ) will 
even compel him, to lift vp his voyce, and cry a lowd, 
againſt thoſe, who have no remorſe , over their ſoules, 
for whome Chriſt died ? Theeatrneſt defire, to fur- 
ther by all good meanes , the ſpeedy reformation, of 
theiſe grofle corruprions,ftirred vp,the worthy Aathenr, 
of this fruittull Sermon, being called to preach at a ge- 
nerall vi/icarzon) to imploy part, of that preczon; gitt, 
where with the Lord,n a large meaſure, had endowed 
him, to that moſt neceſſarie, important purpoſe. As 
the texz was excellent,fcr the thing intended: ſo hath 
he bandled it : I /peate my opinion, and doubt not, but 
thon wilt joyne with me , when thou shalt per«ſc it : 
except, thou art fore#a/ed, either againſt the may ,or 
againſt the mareer : his handling of it , as may be ſcene, 
was ſuch , as neither wrezg in ought , that might be 
thought impertinent ; nor omitted any ebſcrwarion, 
which the words, kindly , and voluntarily , might not 
afford. The ſence , is delivered ſoundly : the arvifien 
made 4rtificialy,the dorines rayled naturafly, prooved 
ſsbHamiialy,and applyed powertully; heere is ar: : the 
words cut a-right , heere is /earning , the declaration 

of the trueth,heere is eloquence in the plaine evidence 


4, Cor.2 4 of the ſpirit , heere 1s zea/e allay ed with m/dres of the 


ſpirit,and »harpne: of reproote,tempered with ſweet- 
nes of exhortation. 
Such,as thou ſfeeſt his Sermon to be, were his Weekely 


exerciles: ſuch was his 40&@rine , ſuch was bis life , for 
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\F__ grav#fic,admired : for amiablenes,for rezdines, either 
-M toadmonish , orexhort, according to occaſion , for 

| bowells of compaſſion , to the poore , even a continuall 
Sermon. Few ſuch Elibees , FG of matter : ſuch ub PE 
Timorhes, ſo nourished vp ; in the words of faith , and, bh Pers 
of good doQtrine,which he coutinnally followed. And xſaj. 57.2 


as he walked, before God, in his life time : ſo now he 
re#eth from his labours, in him : and isjoyned to the 

| company of innumerable Angels, & to the ſpirers of juft Rev. 14, 
| and perfect men. It was to the charches great lofſe, Heb. 12, 
|.  thatin this /car/ty, of fairhfull labourers, he abode no 7224+ _ 
longerin the flesh: but,as for him,it wasa benef#,to be re : _ 
| ſo ſoone 2iſſolved, being thereby taken trom the evilt ,/ *** 
| to come: and gone to Cbr##t which is beſt of all- Burl E/ay.s7.e 
| will hold thee no longer, from pera/ing this , his afrer- | 
| Wworke,which by Gods providenee,comein gtomy hands, 
[4 { chought my ſelte bound in conſcience , to impart 
| vnto thee. 
I pray God the reading it, may ſo worke with thee, 
| that,if thou be a mini#er, it may either reforme thee; 
or incourage cp as , thou art either /yable 
to the reproofe,or, cepeble of the comfort herein contei- 
| ned:or, if thou be a private Chri#ias , it may both be- 
| ger, & increaſe in thee, a reverence, tothe minifers 

| of God : & fuch a deepe dere#arion, of theife enormons 
4 corruptions, heere taxed : that thou mayſt become a 
| daylie ſairozr,at the chrene of grace , that the Lord, 

| for his owne name fake , and forhis poore 
+ charches ſake, would vouchſate.fpee= 

S dity to reforme them, 

Amen! 
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eA poſt-ſcript to the Reader- s 


Vrteous Reader , we muſt renew the common, 

and ordinarie requeſs,at thy hands : namely, to 

. conceive the better, of ſuch , as had the peru- 

ſine, and pr inting this Sermen: when thou shalt meete 

with ſome few places therein ( for they are not many ) 

more ditfcult, then can be wel vnderſtood : & other, 

; petty,ſmall taults,of the preſſe, io 

For the one;know , the (oppycame to vsmiſerably 

written, which therefore craved a neceſlitie of retras - 

cribing , wherein were ſome places hard to be read: 


ſome words downe,ata venture. 

For the other;know,that it was printed,where,our 
Langaage is a ſtranger:and by ſuch,as could neither vn- 
derſtand,nor ſpeake the ſame:and therefore, it could: 
not. bc, but that more then ordinarie ſlips, and /o/ec:iſ- 
me:,n onr tongue,muſt be committed : but ſticke not 
thon,at theiſe trifling errours; make vſe of the ſolid, 
and fubſtantiall matter , thou shalt find in the worke: 
and give God the glory of his owne trueth,tho in the 
light there®P, a little obſcured, with the-mores , of hu- 

more trailety , trom $bining , altogether ſo cleerely 
tothee, Fare welL 3 


yet being loth,to leave out any ſentence,or peice ofa 
ſentence , which we could make Ezg/ri5hof , we put 


- Fruitfull Sermon preached by a faithfull 


ſervant of God, & minifter of the goſpel as 
#4 general viſnation. 


The text Col, 4. 17. 


And ſay to Archippus , teke heede 10 the mini/terie; 
Which chow haſt received inthe Lord , that 
#hou fulfil{tt. 


Fter the Apoſtle Pau? in the fr# 
part of the Epiſtle had ſett downe 
the fumme of the Chriſtian do&tri- 
ne,& therein ſhewed what Cbri/t was, 
both concerning his perſon , & his 
= office,8& how we are made partakers 
ofthe benefits of both ; 8in the ſecond part thereof 
had diſputed with the falſe Apoſtles,8& confuted their 
falſe doctrine & corruptions : 8. in the #hird place 
had ſett downe precepts concerning manners & ex- 
hortatiens to a Chriſtian , adding in the end of all, 
ſreindly & brotherly falutations : he comes toadmo- 
nish them of a duty which they were to performes to 
cArchippastheir miniſter , in theiſe words. Say 19 Ar- 
chippus take beede to rhe miniterie ce. It appeareth b 
thei, words that Archippes was a miniſter of the hab 
at Colo ſia; & becauſe he was negligent in his dutye, 
or at leaſt_not ſo diligent 8& faithfull as both he should 
8 might have beene , he therefore willeth the Coloſ- 
ſian; to admonish him of his fault , & to ſtirre him yp 
to a caretull diſ-ſcharge of his miniſterie. $2979 Ar- 
chippus zake heege to the minifterie &e, Asit he should 
| A bave 
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z AARONSBELES 
have aide : bevigilant & circumſpect , be carefull & 
watchfull,diligently confider,8 marke earneſtly what 
thy calling is, & of what great accounte itis : it is the 
miniſtcrie, the preaching of the word, the inftruCting 
of the people, which thou haſt received , not of mas, 
but of the Lord : both,of the Lord who is the authour 
of the miniſterie,8 for the Lord who is the end of the 
miniſterie. Thou haſt received it by his grace, thou 
haſt received it for #4: glory ; letnor- this grace be in 
vaine in thee , let not this glory be neglected by thee 
but ſo walke in thy miniſterie that thou fulfill ir: ab- 
ſolve , & perfect , & finish , & diſcharge that charge, 
which is layde vpon thee. The fumme then of theiſe- 
words is a rouſing of negligent miniſters : wherein 
we may note ws things : fir# , the perſons comman=- 
ded to doe this duty, Secondly, the manner how , na-- 
mely by exhortation. ,. wherein obſerve. wo things. 
turther.. - | 

Firil , wherevnto they muſt exhort him to a ful- 
filling of his miniſterie. Secondly, the reaſon whereby 
they ſtirre him vp to the ſame drawne from the au-- 
thoritie of God whois the authour of the miniſterie.. 
Thou haſt received itin the Lord: 

Say to Archippus: | who muſt ſay to Archippas thus, 
namely the Cs/offians to whome Pas! writeth. There- 
fore 1t is the dutye of the people to admonish the mi- 
niſter of his miniſterie. , & to puthim in mind of the 
diſcharge of his dutyeif he be negligent therein. For 
otherwiſe Pau! mighthayeadmonished Archippes him- 
ſelte by writing vato him ſome particular letter , but 
in that he biddeth the Coloſſians todoe it,he sheweth: 
it a dutye belonging to the people to izgg their mi- 

niſter.in the ellbowe as it were, to put him in mind ag 
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of his dutye. 


1 2 
his charge , 8& bid him remember his office & miniſte- 
rie & by exhortation-to:exerte & ſtirre him v 
faithtull diſ=charge 

A ſtrange & vnreaſonable doQtrine may 


ng? whatshall' 


put him in 


admonish the miniſter, and tell him of his miniſterie ? 
right even foe ; for theyare no dead ſtones that lic in 
thequarrie, but as Peter calleth them they are livin 

Fones which can turne themſelves to the < Amore vs, 


zrees of righteou ſnes (as the Prophet calleth them 
which offer themſelves to the Carpenter: they are rea- 


ſonable sheepe,which can bring their cauſe to the Shep- 


heard, Their ſoules are committed to the care of - 


the miniſter tobe taught and inſtruQted,and comfor- 
red, and therefore as they regard their owne ſoules 
andſalvations, they muſt regard the miniſters dutye. 
As was the caſe of that ship which was covered with 
waves when Chri#t was aſleepe, ſuchis the caſe of a 
conn when the miniſteris idle and negligent, 
as lulled aſleepein the cradle of ſecuritie. The di{ſ- 
ciples ſeared leſt through Chri#s fleepeing , they 
Should have been 4rowea : and that congregation 
may fteare left throngh their Paſtouts negligence , it 
be damned, Therefore as then the diſciples , in love 
of their lives went to Chri# and a woke him : ſo itbe- 


hoovcth the people for love ef their ſoules togoe to 


A 2 


p ton 


ſolne men 
faye ; for what should the ?oxes come tumbling out 
of the quarrie , and faye tothe b=i/der come cutt me 
and ſquare me, and hew me thus? orshould the rree 
come dauncingout of the wood and ſay to the Car- 
pextcr cutt me and plaine me, or frame me thus, or 
thus ; that I may be fit for the buildi $ 
the sheepe come to the ſhepheard an 

 _ mind of his dutye ? So,should the people come and 


their 
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their Pafour,and awake him,and ſtirre him vp that he 
looke abont him. Inother matters weare carefull to 
ut him in mind with whome we deale todeale faith- 
e with vs, and shall we be lefſe carefull in this 
which is the maine pointe ? In the hand of the Miler 
we looſe but our meale , of the Farrier but our horſe, 
of the Taz/eur but our garment,of the Lawyer but our 
money , of the Phy/irion but our bodyes : but in the 
hands of an vofaithfull miniſter a man looferh his 
ſoule and his everlaſting portion in heaven. If then 
we ſay to the Miller, looke tomy meale : to the Far- 
rier, does a care of my horſe : tothe Tayleer, ſpoyle 
not my garment : to the Zawyer , tender my caſe: to 
the Phy/ition, regard my health : how much more 
Should we ſay vnto the miniFer ( it he be vnfaithfull) 
looke to ourſoules & rake heede ro the minierie Which 

thou baft received in the Loed.. 

2,King;# [| When the Shanamires fonne was dead $hee went 
St. to the Propher to tell him of it that he might come and 
reſtore her dead ſonne to life againe :the Propher ſent 
bis ſervant Gehazz , with aſtaffe but shee would not 
be content with that but rooke holde of him and 
would notleaye him, but he himſelfe muſt come. As 
carefull as the Shunamite was for her dead: child : fo 
carefull ought the people to be for their dead foules: 
as $hee went to the Propher to have her dead: fonne 
rayſed: ſo muſt they to their miniſter to have their 
dead ſoules quickened, As $hee did not content her 
ſelfe with the Prophers ſervant but tooke hold of the 
Prophet hinſclte ſo muſt the people not content them- 
ſelves with ignorant ſubſtitutes ef others., but take 
hold of the Paſtourhimſelſe and he shall have enough 
to recover their dead ſoules to lite, though ra 37a | 
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bimſelfe,and putteth mouth tomouth. 
This being the dutie of the people toward their Vie.! 
miniſter to bid him take heede to his mmiſterie what 
if I should expoſtulate with yon that are to your mwi- 
nifter , as theiſe Cole fiansto Archippes? Tell me you 
that complaine of your miniſter that he is ignorant, 
or negligent;or vnfaithfull,did you ever fay vnto him 
take heed to thy miniſterie ! did you ever ſtirre him 
vp , and incite him thereynto? alas no / your owne 
conſciences tell you that you have failed heerein ! 8 
. there hath been both in the miniſter toward you : 8 
in you toward the miniſter , a carelefnes by conſent 
each with other : be, not regarding whither he did 
diſ-charg his miniſterie or no : and yo», not careing 
whither you did admonish him or no , and thus C4r- 
chippas hath been-long a-fleepe -becanſe the Coloſſians 
' did not awake him. Thus the miniſters have neglec- 
ted their dutyes becauſe you have not ſaid to them as 
heere the (olof1ans muſt ſay to Archippss take heed 
to the miniſterie &c. 

Say to Archi Pp pus |: | 

The Co/of1ans muſt admonish Archippus and Ar- 
chippus muſt be content to be admonished of the Ce- 
hofians. Therefore. 

The mini#er muſt not refuſe to be admonished,, & DoF#.z; 
put in mind of his dutye by the people whome he 
Should teach : but as it is his dutie to teach others, ſo 
he muſt shew himſelfe teachable, and willing tobe in- 
ſtructed of others : ſtill remembring though honou- 
rable his calling be,excellent his authoritie , great his 
pre et he is not exempted from lawes, nor privi- 
edged ? ap the admonition of his. people , but both 
may aud when occaſion is oftered muſt be admonis- 
FE a eng 5 hed, 
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hed, even of themthat are as inferiour to him , as the 
Colofians were to Archippus, ' As when Efiiha comman- 
ded Naaman to wash himfelte ſeven times in 19rdan he 
turnedaboutin a ſnuffe, & went away in diſpleaſure, 
but his ſervant came vnto himand faid : Father if the 
Prophet had commanded thee a greater matter, 
: wouldſt thou not have done it?how mnch more, when 
> he ſaith vnto thee wash and be cleane. Then went 
02. 4 - ' hedowne & washed himſelfe,and was clenfed. Sure- 

| ly if this noble man had diſdeined the admonition 
of his ſervant, he would have continued a leaper ſtill, 

and had never been cleenſed:ſo ifrhe rainiſters in the 

pride of hearte should ſcorne the admonition of their 
poore Parishioners,ſurelythey should continue neg 
gent ſtill, and would never be reformed, Therefore 

as he with a good hearte endured the voyce of his 
ſervants , and did as they counſelled him : So $hall it 
be good for you ( men and brethren as many as zre , 

negligent in your duties ) to heare the admonition-of 
your people , and toobey them. CAoſ25 that man of 
God,though indued with the #. Gho/! , though magni- 

fied with the guift of workeing wonders ,. though ac- 

quainted with policie , and managing matters of ſtate, 

as may ſceme by his bringing vp in Pharaobs courte, 

yet diſdeined he not to be better inſtructed in the 

Fx0d, 14. manner of good government by terbro , inferiour to 
17+ himſelfe. The eye cannot ſaye to the foote Thave no 
neede of thee , nor the head to the hand I have no 
neede ofthee, nor the PaFour to the people in matter 

of admonition , I have no neede of yon. Away then 

with that proud , haughtie and diſdeintull mind that 
is not ashamed to be negligent in his miniſterie and - 
yet ſcorneth to be admonished of his people, and to 
be 


2.Kings F. 


| - ASOVNDING.. = "I 
be put iri mind 'ofhis miniſterie?awayethen with theiſe 2 
ſcornefull ſpeeches ( the very fignes & tokens of a 
proud hearte ) shall Tbe reprooved by him? or sball 
a t41/var or ſbooc-maker come aud teNM me my dutie ? a 
hatter or mercer or ſuch like. , admonish me of my mi- 
niſterie ? why, I doubt not butamong theiſe Coloftans, 
there were both raylours and ſhooe-makers, and of moſt 
occupations, and yet doeth Paw! will them to tell 4r- 
chippes of his dutie : & without doubt he would faine 
have eFrcbrppus contented there withall.. | 
Therefore let vs of the miniſterie ſend home this, Vie: 
pridc tothe E/de# ſonne of pride, the beaFof Kome, that: 
man of ſinne that chil4 of perdition , whoe fittethin/his 
chaire of miſcheife, mooveth like an oracle , and-both: 
thinketh in his heart, and: ſpeaketh with his mouth, 
that no man may ſay tohim-: Domine quid ita facis/Sir, 
why doe you thus ? ler vs rather rememberthat .£-/ 
p94os though an eloquent man & mightie in the {crip-. 
tures,though fervent in ſpirit,and adiligent Preacher, 
yet he refuſed not to be taught more perfectly the 
waye of the Lordby «Aqzi/a and Priſcia: an handy PIT 
cratt man,a poore tent-maker , nay of Priſcilla a woe- nw _ 1 
man, and wife of .4quile. And ifhe was contented to *** © 
be taught; & inſtructed of themin his dutye , let none 
of vs diſdeine to be admonished , or ftirred vp in his- 
dutye by thoſe thatare committed to our charge. 
Thus muchof the perſons admonishing and ſuch 
as are to be admonished ; now of the admonition it: 
felfe. Takc beede 10rhe miniſterie Which tho batt recei-- 
wed in ye Lord. . 
This minifterie which he muſt take heede vnto, 
conteineth all the dutyes of the miniſters: of God; 


which may be referredto theiſe generall heads. FB: 
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 kHarf mfitothe precching of the Word. Goe preach the Gofe 


"0, 2% pell, have acarc and regard that all the commande- 
ments be kept teaching them to obſerye all things 
whatſoeverI commande you. Sis 
- Secondly tothe adminiſtration of the Sacraments, Bape | 
#izing them in the name of the Father , the Soune , and the 
H, Ghoſs. | 

Thirdly, to private inſpettion by reprooveing Sin- 
ners by admonishing , exhorting, by comforting the 
afflicted & thoſe which are caſtdowne, & all to this 
end,that the ele& whome finne hath looſened, 8 dis- 
joynted from {briſt their head , may be reſtored to 
their place againe: joyned both 70 Chriſt their head hy 
the Spirit, and one to another by loye , which js it 
Paul ſpeakes of Epheſ. 4. 12. 

That alſo ( faith be) the bodie of (5ri/4 may be edi- 
fied and built yp , and come vnto a perſe& man in 
chriſt, Which $shall then be,when all the eleCt shalbe 
gathered together by the miniſterie of the word : 
which the e£poſile there calleth the Worke of che mint ſ- 
rFerie,not an idlenes,buta Worke,not a lordlines,but a mi- 
#i[cerie. 

This dutye may further be ſeene by the titles 
which are given to the miniſters in the Scriptures. 
Epheſe 4: They are P4ſtours and therefore their dutye is to 
gt feede the people of God that dependeth vpon them. 

They are Huſband-men and therefore in duty muſt 
till Gods ground,and ſowe his ſeede. | 
Eze,1.17. © They areYYarchmenand therefore muſt give_the 
people warning of enſuing danger. ESL 

They are dijpencer; of the myſteries of God to deliver 
that-to the people-which they have receivad of him. 
Called ſtewards of Gods howſe ,:and therefore muſt 


give 


7,Cor. 3-9 


z.Cor. 4,1 


Luke "12. 
42, 


— 
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duty is toshine forth by heavenly doCtrine toenligh - 14. 
ten God's pe 


bo. --* 
They oe, Salt of the earth , and therefore their eMHat. n,  * 


dutie is to ſeaſon with wholeſome do@rine , the 5: 


Weute woukes that bend tocorruption. Ay 
are bailders, and therefore muſt edifice the , 101-52 # 
= Chrift, the howle of God. 

They are Cspraimes,and thereforeitis their part to Heb.13, 
Fight-Gods battailes: and as good leaders and cheifee ,, 
—_—_ inſtruct Gods people well in this ſpiritual 

warfare, 

They arc called Embaſſadeurs, and therefore their Erhh 


dutye is todeclare Gods meſſage tothe people. 
Andall this is but their mw#niFerie, now for the full- 
= and diſ-charge of this miniſterie,two things are 
ured, 
Firſt Knowledge. 
Secondly fairhfullnes, 
Firſt that he be «ble, and ſecondlythathe be care« 
F«4,.and diligentto reach Gods people. gr 00 
the firſt,the minifter of God nwſt not be onel 
Spence or Hlore-how ſe, wherein God bath layd vp | _g 
ledge , as a good howſe-holder doeth-Corne in a ro 
xer,lignified by that in the Prophecie of Ma/echie,that 129, 2.5 
the Preiſts hps muſt preſerve knowledge , and for | 
want thereof God hath divorced him from the honour 
.of the miniſterie,and hath pronounced him:to be no 
'Preiſt tor him , becauſe thou haſt refuſed knowledge, Hof. 4.6; 
Iwillalſo refuſe thee thou shalt be no Preiſt to me. 
But he muft, have the- wiſdome of a wiſe ſteward, £#c.72: ; 


that knowes how to give Gods children, or howſe- 24: 
B hold, 
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ſpeakes : miniſtring milke to thoſe thatare but babes, 
an/yonglings im Chriſt, and ſtrong meare to thoſe of 
—_  :. | 
_ eTim.2 He muſtbeone that can divide the word of truth 
_ aright,being as skilfull in divideivg the word ofGed,as 
the Levices were in cuttinga broad the beaſt for facri- 
fice, whence thatphraſe of drvideing the word ſeemes 
to be borrowed. He muſtnotonely be learned 'him- 
1Y1:3:.64 felfe, but which is more , apt and fit to teach others as. 
- © Paul ſpeakes.. This skiltulnes of the miniſter 1n tea- 
ching otherswas ſignified in the 0/4 Teſtament , not. 
Bx,2t.;0 onely by thatarim & Thummim on the breſt-plate to 
---*  feenifie his knowledge and holines : but” alſo. by the: 
Fer. 33 bells which did hang on the skirts of the Preits gar- 
by ments , meaning as by the Pomegranates he Should 
ſmell ſweetely with the odours of a good bfe', ſoby 
the be//: that he Should ſound vnto others by prea-- 
ching of true doctrine, by the ſound of which bells he 
was tobe heard when he wentinto the holy place , & 
when he came out-ypon paine of death. And wharels: 
in the: V. Te/iamenr did the Þ. Gho# in the likenes of 
tongues igaihe? he deſcended vpon the Apoſtles,not: 
£7, 2.8- jhithelikenes of: hands , whereby to overcome the 
world'by wordly teare,nor of tecte , whereby to flee 
from the rage of perſequuting ennimies, nor of eyes 
andeares fitt inſtruments to learne : but in the like- 
nes' of tongues; to teach the peoplerheir dutye in 
being the tongues of God tothem. And what'els doe: 
all their names declare, being ſo many arguments to 
enforce this pointe? Forhow can they be called /ighr, 
it being darke themſelyes they cannot ſend out the 
blaze of-true th to enlighten others? Or ſa/r of = | 
Carey 


-__ 
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earth, if being vaſayourie themſelves they cannot. 
ſeaſon 8& preſerve Gods people from finne and cor 
Tuption ? Or Pa#eurs if they cannot feede the flocke 
_ of Chriſt with'the foode of life? Or Huſberd-menand 
cannot plowe Gods -grouud, and fowe his feede ? Or 
Stewards it they cannot,or doe not rule his howſehol? 
Or Heſſengeriand Ambaſſadoarcit they cannot ſpeake 
in his name and declare his meſſage , and ambaſſage 
vnto his people ? 'Or ba:/deys if they cannot build yp 
Gods ſpirituall howſe ? Or Capyeines it they knowe not 
how to fight Gods batrai/es, Neither let any man 
thinke that if a miniſter be able to reade he hath ſuffi= _ 
cient knowledge, and that bare readers are ſufficient «Mas 
miniſters , Chriſt greived toſfee the multitude diſper- we —_— 
ſed as sheepe without Shepheards, and yet had they * 
Moſes read in their Synagogues even every Sabaoth 
day,and the Prophets,as may be gathered by Luke in 
the Acts. . Ad1p 
Implying that readers were no ſufficient PaHours,for * 
els the /ewes in their Sy#4gognes ( as we have in our 
churches ) had not ben without Paſtours and ſo not 
ſo miſerable, as he greived they were, when he conft= 
dered what was requiſite in a miniſter , namely to 
bring back that which is goniea ſtraye, and to preſer- 
vefrom daunger, to heale the broken, to bind vp the 
wounded, and the like. For whichcauſe he ſends his 
Apoſtles , by their preaching to performe that which 
they by their reading, could not doe. And if to have 
the law and the Prophets read had been enough, then 
bad the Iewes knowne Chriſt, for Moſes wrote of him 
Ioh. 5. 39. 46. | | Tob. 5.33) 
And among the Prophets, Eſay ſo plainely that 46., 
lerome ſticks pot tocall him an Evaerge/iche and =- 
39 TOS ? 'B 2 1 
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the mob {c-m4n when he read Efay could: not vnder- 
ſtand , but he was in neede of Þbi/ipto come & preach 
vnto him,and toinftru@him. And if this inſtruction 
did not neede , but that the ignorant by bare reading, 
might vnderſtand the mezning of the word ( which 
yet is impoſſible) yet theiſe of greateſt knowledge 
may ,and often be ſo overtaken , and ſurprized with 
paſſions & infirmities , that they have neede of others 
( by applying of the word ) to heale their diſeaſes. 
Whither Moſes were read in Davias time we cannot 
certainely affirme , yet certaine it is that Pevid whoſe 
whole delight and ftudy was in the law of God as ap- 
po Pfal. 119. was well skilled therein : ſo that his 

cnowledg would ferye him to conclude, that he hath 
committed murder and adulterie , and as ſure as God 
lived,was the child of God.and yet he had need of 
Nathan to applye this word ynto him, and to tell him 
he Was the may. So that we ſee how neceſlarie it is 
that a miniſter should have , no: knoWledge ro read onety 
( for that children,and wocmen have ) but to preach, 
and alfo to apply the word to the ſoules and con- 
fciences of the hearer. 

The more lamentable is the ſtate of the church in 
whome-ſoever the faultlieth, whither in them that 
Should provide fufficient livin g, and will not,asit is in 
ſome Parishes, or in them that should make ſufficient 
minifters, and doe not as in ſome B#sbops : or in them 
that should prefent able Paſtours, and care not , asin 
ſome Patrroves, But inwhomeſceyer the faulte is, la- 
mentabte is their ſtate, that are yet as sheepe withouta 
shepheard, as an army of ſimple oouldiours without a 
condaftewr.' It theeſtate of Iſrael was in danger , wben 
through the 157avnic of the Philiftines, eyen in the 
| dayes 
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dayes of battaile,there wasneither ſpeare, nor ſword 

found in the hand ofany of the people , but onely in 

the hand of Saw/,and lonathan : how , not dar gerous, but 2:ſaw,1z, 
«/mo#R deſperate,is theeſtate of any thouſands of our 27+ . 
boogie , who not onely themſelyes are vn-armed of 

the knowledge of God, buteven Sas! 8 lonathan toe, 

cvgn the leaders and Commanders want the armour of 
God,and skill how to vie it, even the miniſters them- 

felves want the knowledge of Gods word, and skill | 
how to preach it. What marvell-then though the _ 
people ou ? The Lord commanded that the Arte Toe Fe 2 
Should be carried by none but Zewztes,for ſo he ſpea- ** 

keth , and David repeates it , one ( ſaith be) onghtro , pj 
carrythe Arke of the Lord but the Levites, For the Lord ,, | 
had choſen them to beare the cArke of the Lord, and | 

to miniſter to him for ever, therefore when this or- 

dinance of Ged was not obſerved , but the Arte was 

put ypon the Car7,and drawen by Oxen, the Oxen did | 
Shake it ,! and the Arte of God had almoſt fallen to 2, ſam. 6] 
the ground : right ſo hath God commanded that the : 
care ofthe churcb should be vpon-the shoulders of 
preaching miniers onely, and it this ordinance be not 
obſeryed , but neglected, (as we ſeeitis) and the 

arke be drawneby oxen , the care ofthe church be 
committed to ignorant men, voyde of ſound Know- 

ledge , s war. an to the word, the diſ-grace of the 
miniſterie, the bane of religion , and the shame of the 


* * church, what may we looke for, but the daunger ofa 


_ greatdowne-fall,ſurely the oxen will shake it. 

' Pharaoh ſo feared the hurt,and regarded the good 
of his Cattell.,as that he thought none fitt to be their 
ruler, but men knowne to be men of aCtivitie, for ſo Gex.4.7,0 
he ſpeaketh, it thou knoweſt that there be men of | 
1 Rn  --- aCtivitie, # 


aCcivitie,make them rulers over my cattell:ſpeakeing 
to loſepb concerning his brethren. And shall Pharcobs 
cattell have men: of aCtiyitie,and shallnot Gods peox 
ple have men of knowledge ? will ?harasb have none 
to be his Cow-heards but men $killfull in that trade ? 
and sball we thinke men of no learning fit to guide, 
and teach Gods people,whichis a trade of trades,and 
an art ofartes?It we be to travell we ſeeke the chei- 
teſt men of skill to direct vs, it to goe by ſea, we de» 
fire the beſt Pi/o? to conduct vs, if we belicke we wish 
for the moſt excellent 7by/itian tocure ys : and sball 
ve be fo ſence-les , andinfatuated , as tothinke any 
miniſter { be he never ſo ignorant) good enough to 
teach vs? if you thinke fo,then looke and behold the. 
miſerie that is ypon the mounteine of Samaria,behold 
the blacke countreyes of ignorance yet among vs, 
voyde of the light of Gods word !how many of our 
land are compaſſed with contuſion of hellish darknes 
as a people vowed to deſtruction ! how many be like 
dragons and ſerpents in the deepe caves of the earth ? 
how many fleepe iu ignorance hke Moles and baztes in 
the holes ! how many as the A frians in Samaria, who 
know notthe maxzer of the God of our land , whoſe 
eſtate is blacke and « d:{m4/ day ypon them , vnleſſe. 
God ſend them Pa#owrs after his owne heart , which 
may teede them with knowledg, and ynderſtanding; 
the want whereof let the Popisb idolarrie and grofle 
ſeperFition , letthe beathenish , prophane, and palpable 
blindnes of the common people; their ynreyerent, & 
irreligrous behaviour in things concerning God , let 
their Syboritica! feaſts aud banquers conſecrated to 
Flora , Criſpin , (lement and Baechas , and fuch bouzing: 
drunken Patrones,let the excefle, and moſtlothſame- 
aps | yonut 
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yomitrofwhirſon-a/e; and Penrecoff Lords ; lettheen 
crance of poperie-into E-g/avd againe , with a*maine: 
ftreame, as of the Romane: into leraſalem , ſpeake and 
ery alowde in your hearts andeares : and mooye you | 
to inward pitty and compaſſion of Gods chareb; And 
as for you which entred into this calling. ,- and have 
not knowledg to diſ-charge your calling, I fay not 
as the Coloffians to Archippus ,take heed to your mi- 

= nifterie, but take-heede of the danger; which you in- 
curre by ſtaryeing Gods vnſpotted.lambs, with gol-- 
den fleeces. Remember , that you. have not the charge 
of oxen,Sheepe , but of the moſt britrell, and dange- 
rous things in the world, even.the ſoules of men that 
are ready to be'mooved by every temptation : of the 
moſt choyce and precious things in the world bought 

_ with the greateſt price, ever: the: blood of Chriſt, 

whoſe charge is ſo great that the eLpofle well weigh- 
ing the fame , crieth out as a man vnder aheavy , Fry 
burden; and Who ix ſuf/fczent for thei fe things and ifhe 6 EY 
being qualified from above, haveing excellerguifts of * 
the ſpitit , did ſo highly eſteeme of the ſame , as to 
judge himfelfe inſufficient foral that :- what baſe con« 
eeite had you ofthe miniſterie ? how caſy did you 
deeme itto be:, when you entred thereinto! no man 
will preſume to teacharart before he baye learned! 
it himſelfe. Confider how you diſ-grace the mi- 

. niſterie, and the profeſſion df divine ſtudies, by your 
ignorance. Foras in times paſt the' people haveing a: 
Gho# in great admiration,thought that to berwanting: 
in the religion”, which: was wanting in' him; ſo the 
people: which follow you to be inſtructed by you, 
ſeeing the lamentable lookes of your ignorance, 
thinke that to be wauting,in the miniſter, which is 

| EET 


, oj +Dtn 47 rotoet”, wit _ - yy 
OY nt Y , 4 a; B18 ere » 4c IS Sas a 0 I 
= 5, hy , - "aa 4 £5" :048 » & 46--. - #4 : T4 | t- - 4 2X of 3 * o & 
- hs 5. 0 F797 "% 1.2 5 - LI 
EC 


_ 


Mw a Cy - - I P TEES Goa nas ES Me 2 va ne a> : < a . , Fur Es Fw ti 4 Er ia 
OE LR £0 : 4 EF « Eat if FY : hf” ys A ,*x- ao ng "Y [WOES j 7 cmd he a - Sealants 32-2. . TIP _—_ 
Eg ; SS WE Ms RTE oi, ” IN EI ſt 2+ 1 & 4-4. 14 SY * oth on trons Lat} WE EL , Sx. Ca F 
e , E4y > £ « - & TT 5 % "LR 1 A . 5 on 
. s 7 . = 4 <a," , F o 
« » W 2 » % 4 i » - R Y YO 
* 9 k __ - ; 
2 By , . 7 


Exod, z1: 
2:36: 


f a 


wanting in you. Confider the grow danger both of 
your ſelves , and the people whome by your ignoran« 
.ceyou keepe in coutinuallignorance, and therefore 
both may feare that fearfull doome pronounced b 

Chriſt, If theblind leade the blind , both 5ball fallimto the 


ditch. If Bezaleeland Aboliab when they were to worke - 


in the tabernacle. , had not knowledge enough 
( though they were work-men before) but had neede 
to be filled with the Spirit of God in wiſdome,and yn« 
derſtanding , in knowledg and workman-ship: then 
much more thinke you in the ſecrets of your hearts, 
what knowledge is required of you who worke not in 


" an earthly Tabernacle , but in the building vp a remple 


for God to dwell more ſpeciallie in, even in the hearts 
of the people, in reareing vp a cbeire of eſtate for 
Chriſt Ieſus to fitt & rule in , even in the conſciences 


of men , and in frameing a /choole for Chriſt to teach 


evenin the ſoules of men ? Sitt downe and conſider 
that which Chrift shewed , before you entred into 
this calling,to be conſidered of, whither you be ſuffi- 
ciently armed to meete your enimies that come as 
gainſt you : if not, let not ten sbekels and a fate of appa» 
rel,and meate and drinke, which was the wages Micha 


13) gayeto his wandring ceraze , that went vp and downe 


to ſeekea ſervice, nay let not a thowland rimes fo 
much prevaile with you to incourage you heerein, as 
the feare of that fearefulſpeech terrifie you : when 
you admonish not a wicked man of his wickednes. 
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F The ſecond thing which the miniſterie requireth at 
a miniſters hand, is , not _— that he be «kiIfal, but 
alſo faithfull & watch full, which,as Chriſt commanded 
in a Steward that gives his howſe-hold meate.in due 


Luke 12; 
ſeaſon,ſo Paul practiſed as a faithful Steward;teaching *{; , 5 
openly,and in-every howſe, laying it to the charge of ;,, 

T imothie , with witnes , ſaying : / charge :hee before Tims 4.2% 
God, and before the Lord leſus Chrifft, Who hal judge the 

quicke., andthe acad ut ihe day of his appearing , and in his 


Z-? 


kingdome. 

Preach, that is his office, be in7ant in ſea ſon and out of 
ſeaſon, that is the time. In ſeaſon to them that will, 
out of ſeaſon to them that will not. How ? reproove 
exhort , correct, with al long-ſuffring ,and aoctrine, 
that is the manner, | 

And this duty Chriſt enjoyned Peter ynto, he ſayth 704,217.15 
not,bethou a Paf/onr,or a B15bop,or a Prelate,but feede 
thou becauſe many Paſtours in name, are but io/es in 
deede,which either devoure them,or fleece them, but 
teede themnot. Therefore fayth Chriſt the harveſt SH4-#- 
55 greate,and there are, what few few Prelates,few mi- ?* 
niſters, or tew learned men? no , butthere are tew la- 
bourers,tew workemen. 

Wherevnto ſerveth that of the Apoſtle. 1f any 
mau defireth the office of a Bishop , or a minifter he 
defireth a good Worke a good dntie,” nota good dignitie, 

- not a good delight , not good riches , not good re- 
venews,but a good worke. 

And to this end were <Aaron,and his ſonnes 410in- 

ted , mot onely tobe Prei#s to the Lord and to ſtand 
- as many do like Cyphyes in fAugrnm ; but to execute 
-the Preiſt-hood and as the phraſe is often repeated, 
0 ſerve in the Preiſts office before the Lora. So that, a 

C miniſter 


A \ARONS BELLS © 
miniſter muſt not onely be skiltull in his miniſterie, 
but faithfull and diligent,and painetull, in his miniſte- 
rie: and conſider the fairhbfulves of Iacob in keeping 
Labans$sheepe 1 Was ( faith he ) conſumed With beate, and 
the froft by night , and my ſleepe departed from mine eyes. 
If ke be fo carefull for Labans sheepe : how much 
more carefull & watchtull shonld we be for the sheepe 
of Gods fold and teare neither the pinching cold of 
adyerſitie, nor the parching heate of perſequuting Ty- 
74715 to procure their good. 

We may reade in the booke of Chronicles, that in 
Davids howſe there were Officers appointed toeverie 
charge : particular Officers for his zxeaſures , for his 
sheepe,tor his vines &c, that noman shouſd be oppreſ- 
ſed with too great charge, but that everie man should 
be carefull , and faithtull in his place. So in Gods 
howle hath he appointed particular officers. And 
what are Davids treaſures to the Lords ? Gods trea- 
furc is Davids heart, and Davids treaſure but duſt:Da- 
vid himſelfe one of Gods sheepe . and Davids sheepe 
hmple beaſts:David is a branch of Gods vine,and Da- 
vids vines but vanitie. 

"2 Then this is ju# repreofe toall ſuch to whome the 
© Lord hathgiven gifts fit to teach, & yetare negligent, 
and idle , and flothfull , and will not teach being like 

faithles [apreines who receive continuallie the Lords 
to , and yet never fight the Lords bazrailes whoſe. 

now ledge is wrapt vp inan idle braine without prac- 

3.ſan12  tiſe as Gorzah; ſword incloth withont uſe. If the peo- 


1.Chr.18: 
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a ma curſe him that with-dray es his {orne from the mar- 
Prov. 11. ket : how much more $hall they be curſed , who by 
26, keepeing the corne of Gods word, from the cemgrega= 


170 of his people, bring vpon themlelyes ſo fearetull 
0 | ___ aſinne? 
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afinne > Who when as they should by preaching the . 


word,di#i/l on the people,as the dew vponthe grafle, 


and as the raine ypon the hearbes,( like c/owdes which 


ſweate themſelves to death ) vanish away in vanitie, 
like bre#5 without milke, and c/owdes without water, 
who when they should in the Wombeof the charch , be- 
gett many «b:/dren of glory to God, deſerved to be 
frned of our Gouvernours as the o/d and fixgle men of 
Rome were by their Cenſors caſt out becauſe they 
brought no children tothe commer Wearh. 

\ And now hearken what the Lord faith to the zale 
cr i4e/eshephearde. Thus ſaith the Lord God vnto 
the shepheards of Iſrael that doe feed themſelves: 
Should not the shepheards feed the flockes ? there- 
fore ſaith the Lord I wil come againſt the shepheard, 
and will require my sheepe at their hands : and his 
blood that dieth without warning willI require at the 
watch-mans hands. For what, should the Porzer fleepe 
when the hee fe ſeckes toenter ? Or the Pilot be care- 
les when the 5h1pis in danger ? Or the Copreine ſecure 
when the enimze isat hand ? Or the miniſter be ne- 


gligent, when his people be-ignorant, and like to pe- 
SIge! by P S P 


rish tor want of viſfton ? and the devill readie to de- 
ftroye at all advantages? Far be it ! for what were this, 


Ezeh, 34% 
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but even to betraye Gods people into the hands of 


Pirats, theeves, and robbers? 

But what shall we ſay to them that have a cure of 
ſoules in one place, and live in another: hke fugitive 
Capteines forſake their Enfigne and Company at 
Barwicke & flee to Dover who being with TIonah coms 
manded for N:niveh , fee to Tar5hisb: who being pla« 
ced in the connrie, run to the univer/izie, Who leaye 


their charge , as the 0#7ric4 doeth her Fees in the 


C2 earth 
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Z [ob 39:17. 6:rth,and ſands:forgetting that either the /oo7e might 


ſcatter thE,or the wild beaſt breake them shewing her 
ſelte cruel toher yong ones, as if they were not hers : 
& is with feare, as if shee trayailled in vaine: Orat the 
leaſt, leaved her eggs,as the Cyelow doeth,to be hatched 
of a ſparrow, or ſomeorther bird. Do they not everyhow- 
re feare leſt God should meete the where they are, 8 
haſtvnto thEas E/zab did to David, Why cameft rhon aon- 
ne hither ? & With Whome ba## thou left thoſe few sheepe in 
the Wildernes ? Gr feare they notleſt that befall them 


which befell-David, who when he tought Gods barrai- 


les as the ſworne Capteine of God,was ſecured from the 
ambahes of Satan and fortified againſt the corruption 
of his owne nature, but when he gave vp the a4mini- 
#ratioa to others,without juſt cauſe,and fate himſelie 
downe toreſt in Teruſalem, and was not reſident in his. 
Campe : then was the. H. Ghoſt not: refident in his 
heart but he fell into thoſe groſle finns of adulterie 


and murder.. Or: /a#/y teare heiſe not leſt in their 


abſence their uz/carned and tor the moſt part. anged!y 
Vi-Curates:should bring a great linne, & conſequents- 
ly a greatpunishment as Aaron the firſt Yicer of the 


Synagogue as: Parifienſis calleth him (tho a Vicar of 


Gods owne chufing) brought on Iſrael who when 
Moſes had benabſent from them bur: onely fourtic 
Gayes , and not ashe doeth addin the Court with a 
Prince, norin the. Pa/acewith a Bishop:, but in the- 
monnt-with God : at his returne he found the fooles 
of Iſrael davncing a &orice-danceabout a Caife. Con- 
der then how ignorance irreligious poperie and pro- 
phanenes, creepeth into the charges of thoſe men 
whoare abſent not fourtie dayes-onely as: Moſes was: 
but tourty weekes together : .not:with God in any 

7 og 9200: On Og; 
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calling of his,as the ſame Moſes in the mount; but like 
enough either in the Court, or in the Palace as was 
ſpok en before out of- Pariſienſis : or els-where regar: 
fog little their duty Gods glory , or. the peoples 
OOC, 
: And to theiſe may be added thoſe , who ſeeking 
their owne,and not that which is Ieſus Chriſts, are con- 
tent to live , and waxe rich with the ſpoyle of the 
church-, andthe deſtruction of Gods people.. They 
whoare (apteines of two armies , Pilots of two «hips, 
Shepherds of two-f locks, Paſ{onrs of two churches yea and 
more toe,whena Godlie painfull man, making: con- 
ſcience of his dutye,grones vnder the burden of oxe bur 
they travailing at one time with wo children; harder 
to bring forth then Iacob and Eſan were, cry not out 
in ſence otany paine , as Rebekah did ſeing it zs ſo why 
an Ithus?:but thinke that their ng in one place 
excuſeth their abſence in the other , and the-rather, 
becauſe they ſupply that by their Vicars, or Curates; 
which in their owne preſence they cannot diſ-charge. 
But conſider l beſcech you as many as be heere faulty 
in this particw{ar is your abſence excuſed becauſe by 
others your places are ſupplyed ?- what then is the 
election of miniſters buta ſcorne, and mockerie (as 
Dominicus Soto ſpeaketh writing hereof at large. ) 
Ita man may take a. benefice and diſ-charge it by 
an other man ? and ſeing Chriſt {endeth- you as 
Labonrers ,. Teachers. , not ordeiners of Labeureys 
and. Teachers in your places., what is it' a$ Pari- 
ſenffs ſpyeaketh writing much. to- to- this pur- 
poſe, but as if a man should marry a woeman vn- 
der hope to obteine iſſue of her , but by azother 
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what is it but a crofſe praQtiſe to that of the Samaritan, 
and of Chrif:of whome , the former did not commit 
the care ofthe wounded man,to the /nn-keeper, till he 
was to depart himſelfe, The Lord did not commit his 
sheepeto Peter , nor his mother to /vbn , till he was now 
ready to commit his ſoule to God , and his body to the 
ground : as Alphonſas de Caiiro diſcourſing hereof at 
large,ſpeaketh : vnto whome it you be nor yet reſol- 
ved hercof, you may add Buffs and Dumeus de ſacris 
Eccleſiafticis minifterys : buteſpeciallie Domivicus Soto, 
who prooveth this No N-R E /idencie to be vnlawfull 
by the law of nature , by the law of man, by the law of 
God : by Councells by Fathers whome he reckons vp. 


And, ifIdid want matter , many more things might 


Et, 44, 
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heere be ſpoken from him : but onely repeate that 
ſentence of Dama ſcene (which he he hath) in an Eps/?e 
of his, which he calleth a golden Epiitle : where (Itake 
it) he compareth thoſe that leave their charge to 
others,to cruel harlors, that ſet ſorth their children to 
nurſe, the ſooner, to fulfill their inordinate luſts : So 
do they ſet forth their charges to others,that they may 
go whither they will the more freely : and intangle 
themſelves in ſecalay affaires. To conclade,what is it but 
to ſend Gehazi with a Zaffe, that can never recover a 
dead ſoule to lite ? 

You, your ſelyes muſt put math to month , and 
preach the word vntothem; you muſt pur eyes to eyes, 
and enlighten their minds ;you muſt put hard to band, 
and shew them all good examples, in your owne per- 
ſons;which if you will not do,but ſtill thinke your C#= 
razes preſence can excuſe your abſence, then go to 
tne Prophet Ezckiel and put your finger in the prime of 
the Prophets ipeeche that you may not ſtill be vn- 

/ fairhtull, 
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faithfull , but belceve : thatit fully concernethyou: 
Tou have not kept the ordinances of my holy things 
faith God but you have ſet others to take the charge 
of my Sanituarie. eA' if he should have ſarae: you have 
received the oblation of my holy things : but you 
have not kept the ordinances of my holy things , and 
as if you were the Lord: of my heritage , you have put 
others vnder you,to take the charge ofo my Sandtnaric, 
which your ſelves should have diſ-charged. 

Thus doeth the Lord plainely reproove you , for 
fob#itating others vnder you : and therefore may you 
juſtly feare that which Claudius Eſpencaus , a Papitt , is 
bold to write, which Iam even a-frayd to ſpeake: that 
God shall ſerve you heareafter , as you ſerve him 
now : you $hall be ſaved by your vicars , but damned 
inyour owne perſovs. And nowtfurther,menand bre- 
thren , if that blind bazzaras onely which know not 
the price of ſoules , were gsi/ty of this ſinne, I would 
not have marveiled : or if the purple Cardinal of Rome 
onely,iwith that accurſed rabble of that Romisb Court, 
were guilty of this finne,I would have held my peace: 
but that /eerned men , men of judgment and vnder- 
ſtanding , which reade and proteſſe to know the S5rip= 
znres , and theiſe words pronounced againſt them, no 
milder then ga//and Worme-woed ; should be ſo ſore 
blinded , by that love of the World as to ſecke their 
owne eaſe,their owne proffr, their owne pleaſure : but 
notthat whichis Ieſus Chriſts , not his glory, nor the 
ſalvation of his people. 6 ye beavers be ashamed at 
this / & thou © earth conceale not this iniquitie / Crye 
out thou hunger-#arved-ſoule , as the Soules of the 
flaine , vnder the a/car : let not your tongues cleave to 


the roofe of your mouth , vntill the Lord , holy and 
Irue, - 


-1 D WS B+ 7 *J * 7 
rrue , avenge your blood , on them thatſlay you , as 
beaſts in the miade/? of the fixeerre ! and thou blood of 
the ſoule 4;/-ready dead : dead inreſpet of any 1piri- 
tual vegerarion,and deadin everlaſting malediction, ne- 
ver be dryed vp , but cry /owder , thenthe blood of 
Abel againſt Kaine for vengeance , againſt this. finne? 
and you that are the Lords faithful mmniferson carth, 
regard the ſoules, and falvations of Geds people, and 
ler them be as deare:to you , as they were to him that 
bought them, with no lefle deare a price,then the price 
of his owne 6/904. And you Fathers, and brethren, who 
in the minzſ;erte livein this cr/rie , and have now long 
nayled your cares , to the doore-poſts thereof ; Iſay 
not as Bi5hop Latymer ſometime ſaid , to his fellow-Biſ- 
hops, let the example ot the Devi/ moove you , who is 
evcrdiligent , and neyer N,on-re jident in his great 
Parisb , but I humbly beſeech you , it there be any 
place for beſeechig left , let the commandement of 
Gods word moove you , who willeth you to looke to 
your calling , and abide in that ; let the example of 
Chriſt, and regard to his glory, mooye you, who bim- 
ſeife came to ſeeke the loſt sheepe,and finding it, put 
it vpon his shoulders,and 4im7ſe/fe brought it home: let 
the example of the Leovites,, and all good over-ſeers in- 
cite you ,oh let the igworance of the people , and dread 
to murder their {oules which Chriſt hath purchaſed 
with his owne blood; provoke you: yea, let the care of 
your owne quier,and the peace of your owne c62 ſcien 
ces, which shall heareafter greivouſly rue it , enjoyne 
you : and ſet the aflured perſuaſronot Gods goodnes, 
who hath promiſed to mainteime you <3 and will per- 
forme it, conſtreine yau to redrefle all v»fairh fulnrs: 
and thinke ons thoſe remprazions which hold -+you 
therein; 
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thetein; ate they not groſe; and fuchas the chawe 
the World might shift of ? bow much more should 
Gods ſpirit — heerevnto ! nn _ = gaine 
on get by fpiritn omo1i0ns, joyned with ſpirituall . 
retions, jar hey wie more shame+full ; and infa- 
s, thenthe gainerof the «furer and promoeresr ? let 
enough that there be thoſe in beHal-ready, who 
rſe the day that ever you were borne, through 
Thoſe cruelty they are fallen into theiſe 'vnſpeaka- 
\Tbletorments : and from hence forth take heede to 
your minifterie and to the faithfull dif-charge of 
your duty. : 

Letit never be faid that you loved the Lord, as 
Leben loved lacob , onely to get riches by him, or as 
Saul loved David, toget honour by him , and not for 
any love tothe _ of 1acob, or David ;but let your 
love be ſcene by your paines in the miniſterie of 
ChriſtIeſus. | | . 

Letit never be ſaid, thata good benefice is as a White 
wmarke ina greene wedowe , feene a farrot , and faire to 
Shoote at, but let it be ſaid , that the ſoulesand falva- 
tions of Gods people, is the thing you aime at. Re- 
member this admonition , take heed re the miniHerie, 
forget not that of Paul in his Yi{tartion Sermon at by 
Epheſus ; Take beed to your ſelves and 10 all the flock 48 24) 
Whereef the H. Ghoſt hath made you overſeers to feed the 28. 2g. 
church, of God Which be hath parchas ſed With bis owne © 
blood. | | 

* * Takeheede tothe miniferie thou haft received in whe © 
4 Lord. Archippas did receive his miniſteriein the Lord: 
that is,of the Lord. Therefore he did not thruſt him- 
ſelte into-the miniſterie, but hadhis ca//ing of God,and 
his exawple is to be marked of all the miniſters ofthe 
D word: 
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= AR ONTAELT SS nm = 
_ : That they have not ently s calling from man:but a 
calling from God : asall the Prophets of God had : all 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt had : whoſe commi ſton vnto 
them, was a brazen wall, to ſecure them : and as a for- 
zreſſe , and rocke to ſtand vpon. If they haye a calli 
from God,they hall ſee a ſcale of their miniſterie j 
the converſion of ſome ſoules-at leaſt ; but if tl, 
have received their miniſterie from man, & not fron 
the Lord, they receive a curſe in ſted of a bleſſing, aÞ 
Woe is denounced againſt them:and their people cons *®- 
tinue without proffit :as God shewethia the Prophe- 

cie of Ieremiah : ſaying 1 Wwifl come again them that 
Propbe ſy ſalſe drcames 8 I ſent them not nor commaded the 
therefore they bring no proffit tothis people, ſaith the 
Lord,therefore the people are notbettred;their fou/es 
are not converted, their lives are not amended, God is 
not glorified; becauſe they came , and God [er them 
not,they had a miniFerie, butnot of the Lord but fatth 
God in the ſame chaprey , if rbey had Hood in my counſel, 
and bad declarcd my Word, to my people : then , they shou'!d 
bave turned them from their evil Way, and from the Wr- 
keanes of their inventions. Behold a blefling,; that should 
have followed their /atours , if God had ſent them. 
Reade, and conſider , what made C1:c4jah fo confident 
with A hab? what made F/isha , a Werme of the earth, 

ſo be/d with 7ehoram? what made Jeremie, ſo plaine with 
Ppreift and Prophet ? what made Amas ſo Heat againſt 
Amaziah ? what made Aarhan ſo free with David ? what 
made 1ohn Bapti# ſo zeaous, toreproove Herod ? what 
did open the woxrbes of the AreZles, and made them 
fpeake the Word with all boldnes of ſpeech , but this 
warrant of their callinge, They had their minifierce 


Theife 


= 
LL 


Pn Ew : - ; Sm Bs Bax -* 5 fas -nat2 ONO I WITS co Ee 
5M . bk » J * op n + ” 4 C : 6 * 2 oy 
' * dB Fo 7 72Y 


_ "Theiſcare the ſunbfol mitiſtets of Cod; whime _ © 
God hath ce4ea , and armed from a boye , to this ſer- 


Vice. | 
Theiſeare they , to whome he hath given Crownes 
of —_— lincks of iron to bind the Princes,and 
nobles of the earth : the reſt have no courage, no 
power, no zealeatall, whome the Devill feareth nor, 
buteſpying the wants of their commi/fien , fayth to 
them,ashe once did, to the Sonns of Sceva: iſ 1 40- 
knowledge , and Pas! !kvow , but Who are yee ?letevery 
minifer thatheareth me this day , enter into his owue 
heart, and examin his inmoft affetion,and ry whither 
he bath received his miniſterie of the Lord , or no: 
which he hath not,»»lefſe he bath g#fe-, in ſome tolle= 
rable meaſure , todif-chargethat miniſterie : for God 
ſendeth no blind gaides, nnlc{ſt it be in judgment to pu- 
nish the people, We reade inthe booke of E ſeber, that 
none might come into the preſence of the King , «#- 
{eſſe the King did hold out bis golden Scepter vnto him: 
how shall they then be punished of the Lord , that 
come, »9 into Gods preſence , but into Gods place, 
where God himſfelfe is;eventhe Father,full of Mijeſtie, 
the Sonne of God, repleniched with glory, andthe H. 
Ghoft great in power : and preſume,to take the place 
ypon them, without any Warrar from the Lord ? They 
are the wipers of the church,which ſtay not the appoin- 
ted time of »47wre , but breake out of their mothers 
belles , before their time , tho their mother pay for 
it. They will not ſtay , till God openeth them a 
deore but will run in 4nerbcr waye. And 1udas with his 
quid w05 dabitis mibi? on the one ſide : and Simon Ma- 
gus with his quid ego i645 dabo? on the other fide: make wp p.ue 
wicked bergsjves together ; and hy any cy } give you 
| - ma - 
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NE neg et 
from God.,entcr into the charge of Gods people.' But 
let them looke, that they who ſet them a-worke , pay 
them their wages. _ 1's 
| As many as have their miniſterie of the Lord , can 
fay as Pan/did,when the Goſpell was committed ynto 
him, you know of the grace Which Was given wats me : but 
for thereſt , we ſce the miniſteric in them , but we 
know no grace in them , neitherin their word , nor 
Worke. 
FPhich thou ba# received of the Lord , or in the Lord. 
Hence we learne «g4ine, That the Lord is the author of 
Delt. 4 the miniferie. | 
It was he that ſent forth Prophers, and ApoZles and 
Evengeltils,as extraordenary,and for a time : and itis he 
- Epheſe 4. which ſends forth till both Pa#oers, and teachers, 
which be ordinarie, and forever, as Paul sheweth. 
1,07.4.4. And therefore are they called ſervants , and minifers 
23.60r-5.20 of Chriſt , and Ambaſſadours for Chriſt : to whome, 
notme?, but God, did commit the m-ini#eric of re- 
conciliation. : 
aſc, I. Heere then is exce/le#t matter for miniſter and 
people. For miner , hehath received his miniſterie 
of the Lord : and therefore he muſt give account of 
his miniſterie,to the Lord. | 
Take heed (faithPaul to the Elders of Epheſus) to 
our ſelyes , and to the f/ocke whereof the #. Gho## 
698 made you Over ſeer::not man, but the H. Ghoſl to 
whome you shall be ascoamreable for all the flocke"and 
therefore take heede to the charge. 

"This should be as a rhowſ2nd Spurrs to our fides to 
mooye ys to the performance ——_ dutyes,when we 
conſider the Haeje#ie.of him,who hath commited the 
winif7cric vnto vs: when we conſider,the priceof 'ſoules, 
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that depend vypon vs: when we:thinke on that 4crounts 
which we, one day muſt make:when Peter shall come: 
before God, with his conyerted Iewes: and Pau/ with 
- his Gemtills ;'CAndrew with e£cb4ja ; Jobs with 2 fiee 
Thomas with India. Whome s$ball we bring with vs 7” 
what ſeules Shall we prefent to God, as our Crowze,and 
our e/ory? where $hall we find the ſe«/eot our miniſte- 
rie?or,if we have none,by reaſon of our »eg/igence and 
tenorence ; howshall we dare:; to appeare before the 
Lord, the fearfulljudge , of quicke anddead ; when 
he shall ſay;come gi ve an accounte of thy ſieWard-ship. - 
Secondly ; the miniſterie <hould hence learne, this uſe, 2. 
k [ſon of inftraflion:that becauſe the Lord is the authour 
of this miniſterie;cherefore they muſtin-their miniſterie, 
-ſecke the Lords honour ; and not their owne : they 
mult ſeeke to exlerge Gods church,and not theirowne 
livings; to winng/orpto God and not g4ize to then - 
ſelves : for, cheyhave received their minifteric in. the 
Lord;by his grace, and for his g/org,. 7 7 
Ajuſt reproofe , to thoſe, who in the winiſcerie aime 
not ar this end;-nay', whoſe conſcience; tell ther, they 
thought not thereypon; but on their awneeaſe, ſuch, , . - 
and ſuch abenefice,ſuch a prebend-5hip,fuchacommen, 
fach a Briheprick ſuch credir, 8 countenance inthe Werld:. 
. & intend this ead-in theirs maniFerze;, & nottheother. 
Ajuſt reproofe of thoſe, who preachthemſclves,& not 
the £ord: ſpeaking totheeare,& notta the con ſcience: 
ſeking,ratherby a peinred eloguence,to ſet torth theme 
ſelves, & togetr. the name of Scbollers, and hearned men; 
then to ſer forththe knowledge of the trueth:being like 
Loads lterers; (as Gregorie capareth them) whodelight _ ... 
in thecompany of. Wwoemen,not ſo machto getchilaren, hs 
Wokanapebeirowag toaſt inflafoiochete debate — > 
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to preach,now and then; once a-mozerh once a-quartey, 
or ſo: but not ſo much to gett childrento God, as to fa- 
tisfy,their owne vainglorious humour:as he,that com- 
meth into the fei/d , to fight witha pore of flowres , in 
ſtead of a ſword: & a plame of fethers inſtead of a buckler: 
commeth- more like a Carper-tnight , then a man of 
ermes:{0 may we rightly jadge him, that commeth into 
Gods place, with curious pbreſes, and invented Words, 
of mans Wiſdeme,thereby to get-«pplauſe of the ſimple: 
_ like a Wanr0t man-pleaſer then a feirbfull Prea- 
Cer. 
uſe. 3. Thirdly; let all faithfull miviFers,comfort themſcl- 
ves herein ; tho mes be againſt them , yet, they bave 
their caſing , from the Lord : he will backe them, and 
bearethem out : he will give power vnto them. They 
are /arrsin Gods right hand ; God will defend them. 
Gal 1, 1, Feare nottherefore , the faces ofmen ; ſceke not to 
_ © pleaſe men, for, ifyoudoe,, { as Paul ſpeakes ).you 
cannot be the ſer vans of God, You have your min:- 
#erie from the Lord,ſecke theretfore,to spproove your 
ſelves,not to the Wicked, but to the Lord , who will dc - 
Revel.11, fend,and give power vnto you, as he promiſeth,to his two 
3.4:1-6. z Witneſſes 3n the Revelation, 

Now, fot the people: here is alſo a /eſſo» for them to 
learne': the Lord 13 the asthour of the miniFerie , there- 
fore,honoarable istheir callivg,& they are tobe had, in 
fingular econvre;for their works fake: not, for their k- 

wing; fake;nor drgriesſake;nor,their per ſon: ſake, nor, 
their freiz4; ſake:bur,for their worts ſake. The worke 
of their callizg , their honourable cling. For this 
2. Tis, ;; £4*ſe,the mintfs is ca/led,the manof God as it he should 
Jp. Fre Embaſſadiorand Iegatt; and /ieutenens,on earth. 
If then, it be an boweoreble thing, to be a Propees _e 
; 44087; 


- 


fadour;how much more,to be.GodsEmbaſſadour, King 


- Wo oP 
» oy; 


of heaven, and earth ? Therefore; called Avge/ls,and 
Starrs, toshew , the excellentie of their calling: which 
Paul confidering,he cryes outin a Wonder: hew beantifull 
are the feete, that is, the comming of them, Whichbring ,  , 
glad ridings of peace? As if, he should have faid;I cannot  *' 
expreſſe, how beantifuil,and excellent, how lovely, and 
amiable , their comming is. See what accounte , Elizeus 
made of , Eljas; who being takenyp ,. Zlizess looketh 
after him, andcryeth out : 0h theCharriors of [ſrael & , rigs, 4; 
the horſmen thereof * ſignifying , thatElias being gone, 12, 
the. very beauty, and ſtrength of [//ae/, was gone: 

It this were well regarded, then the miniſtericof God, 
would be more regarded, «fe deſpiſed , leſſe dil-gra- 
ced, more honoured,.more:reverenced , more eſteemed 
then it is :.but for want ob this conſideration, the miniſ- 
ters of God areaccounted now adayes; as the: 4279/i les 
were before them;the very #/th and off ſtoaring of the 1:c0r. 4.13 
world:the very of «/l;,and refuſe, of mankind. And , if 
by our dishonouring God: in our-places ,and.onr on- 
Fauh fall walking, in our ca/ling, God hath;juſtly disho« 
noured vs, and made vs b4ſe ,and wile;abjer? , and cons 
z7empiible', in the ſightof the people ; let vsblame our 
ſelves:but_ifany,doe eſteeme thus,of Gods minifeerie; 
and account, the calling of his minifters;, dichonoura- 
ble; they dishonour, not vs , but God; whoſe .meſſens 


revel.12.4 


- gers, and Embaſladours, we are :2s God ſaid tmyMoſes: 


they have net. murmured againſt thee,but me:and,fohe faid Nu: 14 
to Semuel:they have nut rejeftedihee; bet they hneve raſime *; 

away, from: being King over them, .Letthem remember, * ſens 7 
rhat fearefull ſpeech; he ther deſpiſerh you, de ſpiſerb me. 

Chriſt, $halltake that dishonour, done to his miniſter, 

as dons to himſelie, And therefore , it Devid:would 


not 


l 4 1 N , 
, 
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mt put vp that dif-grace- which 
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ARTINS ES 
meſſengers by Hanun:certeynely, (brift will not put vp 
that de-grece, which'is offred,to his weſtxgers, and wi 
#iſters. Wherefore, I heere dare ; all Paprſrs , Arbeiſts, 
Libertines, Newicrs, Machiawells,and,all prophane Epi- 
c#res whoſoever , tocontemne the minifters of God: 
if thou-dereſ; dishonourthem, dil-grace them,mocke 
them,and laugh at them: Ca them, peſtilem: tellowes, 


as Tertivlla; did :andiroublers of the ſrate, as 4hab did 


Elias, atroublerof iſrael : Call them mad-fellowes,, as. 
Eraſte: did , in'his mad moode : Cal/themn; railing prea- 
chers, ſediriow»-preachers: zflure they ſelte , whoever 
thou art , that; thus»b:#4e ein thy heart : or, ſpeake ſt 
withthy mouth:the Zera,ot whome,we have received: 
our miniſterie , sball not forget this contempr::- but, 
tho baſe beaur m_- > Poore be our livings;,; dicho- 
nourable be our e/timatien:he shall remember,and he 
Shall revenge it. Andtheretore , feare tovilify., :any 
of thoſe,who have their miniſtery fromthe Lord. Aden 
we are,as FOuare: and thatis tor your good,, for you 
CO bt heare the:yorice; of God himtclfe, and live: 
OT ny. of thoſe bleſſcd'\3*and g4ortous Angels of bis. 
Ss e are; as yee are; andithatis , becauſe weare 
men... ::: ) 10421023 06022998 200 4133 U 3192993 
-: Mortal weave ,as you arezandthat is jbecauſe we 
are figfull. Yer ftill;tho wen, fin fall;a nd mortall,we are 
the Argfangert of God: , and 4mbaſſaconrs of Chriſe, It 


i 
- 


you love ys not;nn regard of our'per ſows; yer love ys;in 


regard of oursf/fce :,we are indeed ; but earthen veſ 
ſells;but we have previows treaſures in v$:if, youeſtee- 
me ys not, becauſe were veſ/eds 2nd of carth, yet 


honour ys, for therreſures fake,” Our minifterie is. 


motgurs, but the boxlUs;' wo,and thrice-We beto-bim; 


> 
——_— A 


that.. 


was offred toi:his k 


that ſcorwerh. it. xD ain 106.954 46 8 
The hft thing , comes to be confidered-, in this Dot, 5. © 
- verſe. That thos fulfil it. It is heere required of the 'H 
mmifter, that , he thinke it not enough , todif-charge 
| his duty , co/dly , and perfuntForily ;and for fashion ( as 
it were ) but, hemuſt ſett himſelfe to it, earneftiy, tea 
» louſly,and fervently,that he may even futfldit: that he 
may , as Paul ſpeaketh , make his minittery fully knowne: 
and , approove himſelfe , the true miner of Chri#: 
and make it appeare,by all meanes,that it is his hears 
deſire, to fulfill his-miw7ZFerz:So did Apoles, preaching 
fervently, & teaching diligently,the things ofthe Lord. 
Firſt , heſpake fervenrly , and then taught : noting 
thereby , that many ſpeake, who donotteach , be- 
caule they ſpeake not fervently , as <Apolios, Thus 
did Pas/, burne in Spirit , and then , he teſtified to the 
Tewes,that le ſus was the Lord. Thus did Chri/t preach: 
of whome, the Pharifes meſſengers, gave this teſtimony, 
and ingennonſly conteſſed;never man ſpake like this man: 
becaule , he ” ar zealouſly , and with authority, and, gy, ,, 
not c#/dly,and faint!ly.as did the Scribes. | 
Tho a man ,badall knowledg , of all Fathers , ton- 
gues and aris, yetwnieſ/e he havezeale , he can never A8, 2, 
fulfil, the miniſtery.of Chriſt. Therefore, did the H. 
Ghoſt deſcend,in the likenes of cloven tongues, like 
; *fire;to ſignify a zealous,a hott, preaching miniſterie. 
Iohnwasa barving., as well as a sbining light: So muſt 
we burne with -zeale,it we will fulfillthe miniſterie. 
_ If this beſo;whart shall we fay, of theiſe cold, com- ule. r. 
tles diſcourſes , and morrall-philo ſophy-leQtures, 
1 (rather then Sermons ) without zeale , of formalt- 
preaching minifters, which shame the heate, by which 
-men:should bequickened ; being as Bernard ipeakes 
E incifert, 


1. Tim. 4. 


wh, >. 


eb, 


2.ti. 1.5. 
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Iaciferi, but , not igniferi , having , ſome light of kwew= 
ledge,in their heads, but, no fire of zeale, in their hearts, 
who,ſpeaking the word of God,do weaken the powet 
thereof,by du/nes, and f'arnes of Spirit ; bringing forth 
their doctrines, as many woemen do their children; 
71/|-borze, without ſence , withoutfeeling , without 
motion; uſing dodrine, without application, application, 
without zeale, like men without ſoules,or Images with- 
out lives. Such were, the intollerable cold, co/larions, 
of the Scribes, and Phariſes , whereby , they did looſe 
their Auditours,and,made their Synegoeves, deſolate : 
and ſuchare the Sermons , of thoſe miniſters , whoſe 
mindsare drowned , in wordly matters , whoſe ſpirirs 


are frozen, and pittifully benummed , with wo/41ines, 


and ſenſualzty.. 

-- And, fo dau//are their owne hearts , by wantof holy 
mediniion, that , they. have no life, in their miniiterie, 
nor powerin their preaching,more, then when, a little 
boy faith grace. Wherefore, as Paul bids T imorby , 10 
Hirrup,the graces of, God inhim; to blow them,asit were 
with bellowes,as, the Greeke word, imports : ſo muſt we, 
and endetowur, to Godly vehemency ; in our preaching, 


that , we may enforce our doctrine , to the hearts of 


the hearers, and, may make our miniſterie., #vowne to 
Gods people. | | 

And {«#ly, that our miniFerje, may be fulfilled ; let 
vs be,to them that beleewve,as Enſamples,in Word, in con- 
ver ſation,in love,in ſpirit, & in parencs, as Paulſpeaketh 


- | 4 
to Timothy:Ietyslabour,to be anreprooveable,and with.</” 


out:blame, that, we ſett.an edge, on our Sermons, 
may , by ourowne lite , 4#thorxce our doctrine; let us 
J1#,be confirmed, as Peter was, and ſtrengthen'others; 
letvsfr#, oblerve the commarndements of God;& then 
| $5 teach 
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teach them others to obſerve; letvs fr#, /abonr to be 
tle ſervants of God,as Pas! was,and then, the Apo# les 
of Teſus Chriſt; let vs have.in our bre#-plare, both arimw, 
and Thummim,both knowledg,and holines,and,in the 
| outmoſt borders , of our garmenrs , let there be, both, 
E belts, and pomeeranates toe, both, ſoundnesof dodtrine, 

E and ſweetnes datetiahed, Take away the reproch 

of the people , that hath , a great while taken vp ;that h 
ſpeech ; Thou that teache# another , teache#t thoa not thy "**e £: 

ſelfe ? | 
You are inthe face of the people , a fault in you, 
is,asa Faint in the face, and a blow in the eye: as moſt 
perſpicuous, ſomoſt dangerous, in the hand, the glove 
- | may coverit:in the feeze, the 5/oves may cover it:in the 
body,the clothes may cover it: in a chi/d,his age: ina Woe= 

-4n,her ſexe : in a private man, his ignorance may excuſe 
it : in you,that muſt be Z» ſamples toothers;inall kind 
of converſation , nothing can excuſe it. Therefore ,if 
there be heere, any /izards, that, do wipe out with 
their 74z/e, the print of their feete ,made in the duſt : 
any preacher ,who, by thewrcleave tayle,of a looſe lite, 
wipes.out the prinr,of true doctrine; if any have 14cobs 
voyce, and Eſaws hands, if any., that carry the be/owes 
of preaching in the o»e hand, to kindle, and the water 
of ungodlines , inthe other /, to-quench' it: let them 
not deceive themſclves ,, by their prezching , their 
winiffery, is not fulfilled , 'and therefore , they shall 
have their porzi0#, with that ſervant, that knowes his 
»2/ters will,and doeth it not. 


And now to Conclude all , Ifay vntoall zate heed 10 
pr :for the devil your adverſary , | there is 
Is dread | as a /yon,'there is his power]as a rowring /you 
OY BT Ts 2 [ there 
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[ thereis his deſire to hurt ] goerb abonr: 
induftrie ] and ſeekerh[ there is more then ordinary dis 


LJ 


ligence,not Wher, but, Whome, he may devoure: Even 


the ſoules of men , that is his preze. His force , very 
greate , his Wiles , and advantages, not unowne , his 
malice experienced, his cree{ty, ſuch as hel canafforde; 
therefore , 14ke heede to your miniſterie. The wicked, 


' yourenimies , are Faglc-ez/d , tolooke into you, and 


ſpye you, as narrowly, as the Romans did Caro, or the 
pharifes , (hriſe ; to find a fault, and having found, 
either your izneraxce, or, yournegligence, or , the 
pride of your ambition, or, your coverouſnes , they have 
enough, to talke of, with joy on-every ale-bench. 


Others ſee your faults; and Weepe , inſecret ; for your - 


finns , that Gods glorious goſpel , that ſweete oynt- 


ment,should be carried in ſuch filthy boxes, as ſome of 


you are. Take heede to year miniſterie you bave received 


#n the Lord: you have received of the Lord: to him,you -: 
muſt give account, you have received it for the Lord; | 
.to him you muſt performe your dotye , shame nor: 
him , that hath called you , walke v#rhy of the Lord, 
approove yourſelves, as Workmen , that need not, to 
be a:hames, ir fulfilling this your miniſeerie : for,if you 


have bene aithfull,thereislayd vp for you, a Crowne of 


glorye,which, God, the righteous jodge,shall give you - 
at that day : if» fajrbfall, go many farhowes , deeper 


into he4, then other men, becauſe you have bene, the 


Soule-murderers ofthem-, whome you should have fa- - 


»cb *; 


ved. Thus, as the.Co/o fiavs muſt fay to Archippus, 
Ito you,every one, take heede 19 your mintſteric, 
Jeu havereceived mm ihe Lord that you fulfiltit. 


Even ſo good —_— vntothe miviſterie,of thy - 


choſen ones all gitts , fit for their calling , give vnts 


; | there is his. 


{9 
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CSI > 459336 \{e WF bye 
them \ increaſe of knowledge, give them faichfulve 
give them zeale , that they may teach thy people, in 
thy trueth / "Ag | 

And reforme, all them;that either, for iguerevce can- 
not:or, for »eg/zgence, will nor; or , for fear fulnes , dare 
not; or, for Wickedyes, and vngoalines, ought not, to 

preach thy word:: that true Paſtours , _ pla- 
ced in, among thy people., which may feed 
them, with knowledg,and vnderſtan- 
 ding,thy ch#rch may grow vp,in 
perfect beauty,to the glo- 
ry of thy name ! 
Amen! 
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26 AARONS BELLS 


but fourty weckes together ; pot with God in an 


earth,and ſands:forgetting that either the /a#ze might 
ſcattcr thE,or the wild beaſt breakeghem shewing her 
ſclte cruel toherFyong ones, as if they were not hers: 
& .15 with fcare, asf shee travailled in vaine: Or at the 
kaſt,leayved her eggs,as the Cuetow doeth,to be hatched 
of aſparrow,or ſomeother bird. Do they not everyhows- 
re tcare leſt God should mcete the where they ace, & 
haſtvnto theas Fliab did to David, Why cameſt thou aow- 
ne hither ? & With Whome ba# thou left thoſe few sheepe in 
the Wildernes ? Orleare they not leſt that befall them 
which befell Da2jd, who when he fought Gods batrai- 
les as the ſworne Capteine of God,was ſecured from the 
ambmashes of Sata and fortified againſt the corruption 
of his owne nature, but when he gave vp the adm:ni- 
Fration to others,without juſt cauſe,and fate limſelie - 
downe toreſtin Ieruſalem, and was not refident in his. 
Campe : then was the H. Ghoſt nor reſident in his 
heart but he fell into thoſe groſſe finns of adulterie 
and murder. Or /a#/y tcare theiſe not leſt in their 
abſence their u#/carned and for the moſt part »negod!y 
Vi-Curates should bripg a great finne, & conſequent- 
ly a great punishment as Aaron the firſt F.car of the 
Synagogue as Parifienſi; ealleth him (tho a Vicar of 
Gods owne chufing ) brought on Iſrael who when 
Moſes had ben abſent from them/but onely tourtic 
gayes , and not ashe docth addin the Court with a 
Prince , nor in the Palace with a Bishop , but in the 
monnt with God : at his returne he found the fooles 
of Iſrael davncing. a #orice-dance about a Caife, Con- 
fider then how ignorance irreligious poperie and pro- 
phanenes , creepeth intothe charges of thoſe men 
whoare abſent not fourtie dayes onely as Moſes was: 
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calling of his,as the fame Moſes in the mount, but like |? 


enough either in the Cowr/, or in the Palace as was. 
ſpoken before out of Pariſienſis : or els where regar- 


ding little their duty Gods glory, or the peoples 
00C, | 


And to theife may be added thoſe , who ſceking 


their owne,and not that which is Ieſus Chrifts, are con- ' 


tent to live , and waxe rich with the ſpoyle of the 
church , and the deſtruction of Gods people. They 


whoare («pteines of two armies , Pilots of two hips, 


Shepherds of two flocks, Paſtours of two churches yea and 


more toe,whena Godlie painfull man, making con- 
ſcience of his dutye,grones vnder the bnrden of oxe but 
they iravailimg at one time with 1s children , harder 
to bring forth then Iacob andEfan were, cry not out 
in ſence of any paine , as Rebekah did ſeing4r is ſo why 
am 1thus? bat thinke that their 2 gas in one place 
excuſeth their abſence in the other , and the rather, 
becauſe they ſupply that by their Vicars, or Curates; 
which in their owne preſence they cannot diſ-charge. 
But conſider 7 beſeech you as many as be heere fury 
in this par/icutar is your ablerce excuſed becauſe by 
others your places are ſupplyed ? what then is the 
election of miniſters but a ſcorne , and mockerie (as 
Dominicus Soto ſpeaketh writing hereof at large. ) 
If aman may take a benefice and diſ-charge it by 
an other man ? and ſeing Chriſt ſendeth you as 
Labonrers , Teachers , not ordeiners of Labeureys 
and Teachers in your places , what is it as Pari- 
fienffs Tpeaketh writing much to to this pur- 
poſe, but as it a man should marry a woeman vn- 
der __ to obteine iſſue of her , but by avether 
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what is it but a croſle practiſe to that of the S2meriten, 
and of Cbri#:of whome , the former did not commir 
. the care ofthe wonnded man,to the !nx-keeper, till he 
6.21.19 was to depart himſelte. The Lord did not commit his 
b.1g.26 Sheepeto Feter , nor Nis mother to ob , till he was now 
reaayto commit his ſoule to Ged', and his body to the 
ground : as Alphen ſas de Caitro diſcourſing hereot at 
large,ſpeaketh : vnto whomeit you benot yet reſol- 
ved hereof, you may add Buffus and Damous de ſacris 
Eccleſtaticis mimHerys : but eſpeciallic Dominicus Sov, 
who prooveth this NO A-R F fidencieto be vnlawtull 
by the law of azure , by the law of men, by the law of: 
God : by Councells by Fathers whome he reckons vp. 
And , it Idid want matter , many more things might 
hcere be ſpoken from him : butI onely repeate that 
ſentence of Dama ſcene (which he he hath) in an Epiſtle 
of his, which he calleth a golden Epiitle : where ( Itake 
it) he compareth thoſe that leave their <arge to 
others,to cruel har/ors, that fer forth their children to 
nurſe,the ſooner, to fulfill their inordinate luſts : So 
. do they ſet forth their charges toothers,that they may 
20 whither they will tht more freely : and intangle 
themſelves in ſecs /ar affaires. To conclnde,what is it but 
to ſend Gebazi with a Zaffe, that can never recover a 
dead ſoule to lite ? 

You, yourſelyes muſt put wouth to mouth , and 
preach the word vntothem; you muſt put eyes to ces, 
and enlighten their minds;you pwuſt put bad to h474, 
and shew them all good cxamples, in your owne per- 

fons;which if you will not do,but ſtill thinke your C#- 
rates preſencecan excuſe your abſence, then go to 
4, the Propher Ezekiel and put your finger ia the pri»! of 
the Prophets fpeeche that you may not ſtill be vn- 
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fithfull , but beleeve : that it fully concerneth you: 
7ou bave not kept the ordinances of 'my holy things 
faith God but you have ſer others to take the charge 
 ofmy Sanctuarie. eAt if he 5hould have ſade: you have 
received the oblation of my holy things : but you 
haye not kept the ordinances of my holy things , and 
as if you were the Lord: of my heritage , you have pur 
others vnder you,to take the charge fy Sanetnaric, 
which your ſelves should have diſ-charged. 

Thus doeth the Lord plainely reproove you , for 
ſubZituting others vader you : and therefore may you 
juſtly feare that which Claudius Eſpencans , a Papiit, is 

old to write, which I am even a-frazd to fpeake: that 
God shall ſerve you heareafter , as you ſerve him 
now : you $hall be ſaved by your wvicars , but damned 
inyour owne perſons, And now further,menand bre- 
thren ,.# that blind 6#z zards onely which know nor 


the price of ſoules , were gei/ry ofthis ſinne, I would 


not have marveiled : or if the purple Cardinal of Reme 
onely,iwith that accurſed rabble of that Romisb Court; 
were guilty of this finne,I would have held my peace: 
but that /earned men , men of judgment and vnader- 
ftanding , which reade and profefſe to know the Serip= 
tures , and theiſe words pronounced againſt them, no 
milder then ga/and Wworme-wood ; should be ſo fore 
blinded , by that loye of the World as to ſeeke their 
owne eaſe,their owne proffr, their owne pleaſore : but 
not that whichis Ieſus-Chriſts , not his g/ory , nor the 
falvation of his people. 6 ye beavens be ashamed at: 
this ! & thou & earth conceale not this iniquitie ! Cr5e 
out thou huzger-# arved-ſoule , as the Soules of the 


flaine, vnder the 4/car : let not your t9ngues cleave tor 
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the roofe of your mouth , vntill the Lord , holy and 


24 AARONS BETTS 
erue , avenge your blood , on them that ſlay you , as 
beaſts in the widdef of the flreere ! and thou blood of 
the ſoule 4/-ready dead : dead in reſpect of any fpiri- 
tual vege#4t50n,and dead in everlaſting maledid710n, ne- 
ver be dryed vp , but cry {owdey , then the blood of 
Abel againſt Kaine for vengeance , againſt this finhe! 
and you that are the Zords faithtull mmi#ers on earth, 
regard the ſoules, and falyations of Gods people, and 
lerthem be as deare to you , as they were to him that 
bought them, with no lefle deare a price,then the price 
of his owne blood. And you Fathers, and brethren, who 
in the miniſierie live in this 672ie , and have now lon 
nayled your Eares , to the doore-poſts thereof ; I ſay 
not as Bi5h9p'Latymer ſometime ſaid , to his fe/low-B:ſ- 
hops, let the example of the Devi/ mooye you , who is 
everdiligent , and never Nn-re ſident in his great 
Parish , but I humbly beſeech you , it there be any 
place forbeſeechig left , let the commandement of 
Gods word moove you , who willeth you to looke to 
your calling, and abidein that ; let the example of 
Chriſt, and _ to his glory, moove you, who hbim- 
ſerife came to feeke the loſt sheepe,and finding it, put 
it ypon his shoulders,and bimſelfe __ it bom: let 
the example of the Levizes, and all good over-ſecys in- 
cite you, oh let the ignorance of the people , and dread 
to murder their ſou/es which Chriſt hath purchaſed 
with his owne blood, provoke you:yea,let the care of 
your owne quiet, and the peace of your owne ces ſcien 
ces, which shall heareatter greivoufly rue it, enjoyne 
you :and let the aſſured perſuaſion of Gods goodncs, 
| who hath promiſed to mainreine you , and will per- 
forme it , conſtreine you to redrefſe all vn faith fu/nrs; 
and inke on thoſe remprations. which hold you 
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A-SOVNDING. —_—T 
therein; are they not groſſe, and ſuchas the :hawe of 
the World might shift of ? how much more should 
Gods ſpirit prevaile heetevnto! thinke on the: geive 
you get by fpirituall promoztons, joyned with ſpirituall 
deftrattions ,are they not more shame-full , and infa- 
mous , then the gaize; ofthe «ſurer and promeresr ? let 
ir be enough that there be thoſe in be/al-ready, who 
eurſe the day that ever you were borne, through 
whoſe cruelty they are fallen into theiſe vnſpeaka- 
bletorments : and from hence forth take heede to 


your miniſterie and to the faithfull diſ-charge .of 


your duty, 
Let it neverbe ſaid that you loved the Lord, as 


Laban loved lacob , onely to get riches by him, or as_ 


Saul loved David, toget honour by him , and not for 
any love tothe perſon of 1acob, or David ;but let your 
love be ſcene by your paines in the miniſterie of 
ChriſtIeſus. 

Let it never be ſaid, thata good benefire is as a White 
wmarkeina greene medewe , ſeene a farr of ,and faire to 
Shoote at, but let it be ſaid , that the ſoules and falva- 
tions of Gods people, is the thing you aime at. Re- 
member this admonition , ate beed 18 the nainferie, 
forget not that of Paul in his /i/iretiew Sermon at 


Epheſus ; Take beed 70 your [elves and to all the flatk , oQ 1 
| Wihcreof the H. Ghoſt bath made you overſeers to feed the 24. 2g.) 


church of God Which be haih purchaſed With his owne 


bland. 145] 
. Take heede toghe miniferie thou baft received in the 


Lord. Archippas did receive his miniſteriein the Lord: 
that is,of the Lord. Therefore he did not thruſt him- 
{clteinto the miniſterie,but had his caling.of God,and 
his example is to be marked of all. the miniſtersof the 
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| HE”? AARONS BELLS 
1 7 word : That they have not onely « calling from man but « 
* calling fromGed:: asall the Prophets of God had :-:l1 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt had : whoſe commiſſion vnto 
| them, was a brazen wall, to fecure them : and as a for- 
| zreſſe , and-recke to ftand-vpon, If they bave a calling 
- from God;they-shall ſee a ſea/e of their miniſterie , in 
| 


Mi the converſion of ſome ſoutes at leaſt; bur if they 
A havereceived their miniſterie from man, 8& not from 
''Y the Lord, they receive a curſe in ſted ofa bleſling , a 
-1 © woeeis denounced againſt them:and their people con« 
- tinue without profht : as God shewethin the Prophe- 
i cie of Ieremiah : ſaying 1 Will come againit them that 
4 25-32. Propbe ſy ſalſe dreames 8 1 ſent them not,nor commanded th? 
it therefore they bring no proffit to this people, faith the- 
Lord,therefere the people are not bettred,their ſox/es 
| are not converted, their-livesare notamended , Gods. 
nobglorified, becauſe they came, and God ſen: them. 
not;they had a miniFeric, but not of the. Lord: but ſaith. 
' UBf-22. God in the ſame chapter , if they bad Hood in my counſel, 
4 and had declared my Word,to my people : then , they should 
| have tarned them from their evil Way, and from the Wu- 
kednes of their inventions, Behoid a bleflipg,thatshould. 
| have followed their /abours , tf God hiad ſent: them.. 
Kings. Reade, and conſider, what made MHicejeb fo confident 
| , with cAb«b? whatmade Zlzhe , a Wworme of the earth, 
P25 fo beld with 7eborem? whatmade Jeremie, ſo plaine with 
bros "_ Preift and Prophet ? what made: Amos ſo Heat againſt 


ſa. 12, Amaziah ? what made Nathan ſo free with David ? what 


{at.14. made lob Bupri# ſo zeaious, to reproove Herod ? what 
did oper the montbes of the ApoZ#les, arid made them 
ſpeake the'word with all boldnes of ſpeech , but this 

vt warrant of their calfinge, They had their winiferie 
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. Theife are the fa#bful miniſters of God, whome 
God hath c«4e8 , and armed from a bove , to this ſer= 
vice. | 
. Theiſe are they , to whome he hath given Crownes 
of authority,and lincks of iron to bind the Princes,and 
nobles of the earth : the reſt have no courage, ne 
power, nozealeatall, whome the Devill fearethnor, 
but eſpying the wants of their commifen , layth to 
them,as he once did, to the Sonns of Sceva: le|us I'us- 
knowledge, and Pani 1 hkuow , but Who are yee ? letevery 
minifer that heareth me this day , enterinto his owne 
bearr, and examin his inmoſt affeCtion,and r7y whither 
he bath received his miniſterie of the Loyd , or no: 
which he hath-nor,»/z//e he hath gifs; in ſome tolle- 
table meaſure ,todif-charge that miniſterie : for God 
ſendeth no blind guides, unlrſſeitbe in jadement to pr- 
nish the peeple. We reade in the booke of F ſeber, that 
none might come into the preſence of the King , ##+ 
{eſſe the King did hold out his go/den Scepter vnto him 
how $hall they then be punished of the Lord , that 
come, #4intoGods preſence , but into Gods place, 
where God himfelte js;eventhe Father full of Mjeſtre, 
the Sonne of God, reptenivhed with glory ,and the H. 
Ghoft greatin power: and preſume, to'take the place 
ypon them, without any Warrar fromthe Lord ? They 
are the vipers-ob the chereb, which ftay-not the appoirt- 
tedrime-oÞ nerart bur breake our of their mothers 
betyes ,.beforei their time ; tho their morber pay for 
it, They will nor'ftay 7 till God openeth them a 
«vere but will run in evorbcrwaye. And 1u4as with his 


guid ves dabiris mbr on the one fide'tand Simon Ma- 7*%8' 


gus'withhis quis ceo r5bi debo > on the other fide: make 
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from God.entcr into the charge of Gods people. But 
let them looke, that they who ſet thema-worke , pay 
them their _ 

As many as have their miniſterie of the Lord, can 


| fay as Pau/did,when the Goſpell was committed vnts 
W> him, yon know of the grace Which Was given wnis me but 
L's for thereſt , we ſee the miniſterie in them , buy we 
| | know no grace in them , neitherin their Word , nor 
h Yorke. | 
{4 . FPhbich then baF recerved of the Lord. , or in the Lord. 
-of Hence we kearne ageine. That the Lord is 6be author of 
199+ the mintevie. gm 2 | 
| 4 It was he that ſent forth Propbers, and 4poles and 
Y Evengelifls,as extraordinary,and for a time : and itis he 
4 = which ſends forth til both Þ.#Zors, and teachers, 
"'5 whichbe ordinarie, and forever, as Paul sheweth. 
Tieo.s.r. And therefore are they called ſerwancs , and winifers 
: {{ſer.z,z0 of Chriſt , and Ambaſſadours for Chriſt : to whome, 
JI notwaes, butGod, did commit the mini#erie of rc- 
[ | conciliation. 
4 He. 3, Heere then is exce/le#t matter for miniſter and 
| people. For miniter , he hath received his miniſterie 
, of the Lord : and therefore he muſt give account of 
3 his miniſterie,to the Lord. 
| Take heed (faith Paul to the Elders of Epheſus) to 
our ſelyes, and tothe fiocte whereof the #.Gbe## 
Lath made you Over feers:not man, but the #. Ghoſt to 
whome yon $hall be acconwreeble for allrheflocke,and 
therefore take heede to the charge. » | 
This should be as ar19wſand Spurrs to our fides to 
moove vs tothe performance of our dutyes, when we 
_ conkider the Maje#ie of bim,who hath commited the 
 anuwifieric ynto vi when we conkider,the price os. 
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» ASOVNDING.. 25 
that depend vpon vs: when we thinke on that azeonnc, 
which we, one day muſt make:when Perer shall come 
before Ge4, with his converted Iewes : and Pas) with 
his Gemills ; CAndrew with eAchaje ; Jobs with Aſie: 
Thomas with Indie. Whome $hall we bring with ys ?. 
what ſou/es Shall we preſent to God,as our Crewwe,and 
our g/or5? where shall we find the ſe«/cof our miniſte= 
ricor,if we have none, by reaſon of our negligence and 
tenerence ; howshall wedare , to appeare before the 
Lord, the fcartulljudge , of quicke and dead ; when. - 
he ball ſay;come give an accounre of thy ſieWard=ship.. - * 


Secondly ; the miniſrerie 5hould hence learne,, this uſe. 2; 


bf of inferucien:that becauſe the Lord is the authour 
this miniſterie;rherefore they muſt in their miniſterie, 
ſceke the Lords honour ; and not their owne : they 
mult ſeeke to exnlerge Gods charch,and not their owne 
tivings; to winn g/ory to God , and not geizc to them- 
ſelyes: for, theyhave received their miniſteric in the 
Lord;by his gr«ce,and for his g/ery, | 
Ajuſt reproefe , tothoſe, who in the winiſterie aime 
notat this end; nay , whoſe conſciences tell them , they 
thought not thereypon; but on their owne eaſe,ſuch, 
and ſuch abenefice,ſuch a prebend-ship,ſucha common, 
ſuch a Brieheprich, ſuch cred, & countenance inthe World: 
& intead this end in their minzFerse , & not the other. 
Ajuſtreproofe of thoſe, who preach themiclyes,& not 
the Lord: {peaking tothe eare, & not to the conſcrence: 
ſeeking, ratherby a painred eloquence,to fet forth theme 
ſelves, toget the name of Schollers, and /earwed men; 
then to ſer torthrhe knowledge of the trueth:being like 
toeJulterers, (as Gregorie copareth them.) who delight 
. mthecompany of weemen,not ſo much to getcbildren, 
' astoſatisfy their owne b:4ſi/ luſts: Sp do theiſe,delight 
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'topreeh;nowand then; once a-monerh once 2-quarrer; 
or ſo: but not ſomuchto gett cbil/dren to God, as to'ſa- 


eisfy.their owne-vainglorious humour:as he;that com- 
meth into the-fei/d , to fight witha pope of flowres, :in 
ftead ofa ſword: —— fetbers inftead of a buckler: 
commeth-.more like a Cerpei-bnight, then a man of 
ermes:lo may we rightly jodge him, that commethinto- 


. Gods place, with curious phreſes , and invented: Words, 


of mans Wwiſdome,thereby to get «pplauſe of the ſimple: 
| —_— like a Wanzon man-pleaſer then a faithful Pres 
cher. 

"Thirdly; let all faithfull miviZers,comfort thomſcl- 
ves herein ;-thomen be againſt them , yet,'they have 
their celing;tromthe Lord : he will backe them, and 
beare them put : he will give power ynto them. 'They 
are /larrsin Gods right hand ; God will aefevd them. 
Feare not therefore ;the:faces of men ; :ſeeke not-to - 


'-pleaſe-men ,for., if you doe , {as Paul ſpeakes) you 


:Cannot be the ſervenrs of God. 'You haye your mint» 
F#erie from the Lord,ſecke theretore,to spproove your 
felves,not.tothe Weked;butto the.Lord, who will dc+ 
fend,and give power vnto you, as he promiſeth;to.histwo 
Weirneſſesan the Revelation.) ':( 

- Now/forthepeople:here is alſo-xlcfor for them to 
learne : the Lordyis the uarhvar of the miniferic ,there- 
fore, hononrableis their talling,& they are tobe bad,in 
fingalar «cconue;for their works fake rnor,foritheir 4 
vings{ake;nor degrresAake,nor;their perſonrfake, nor, 
their frei#d;ſake:but;for their Wworts.fake. The werte 


.of their. callieg , their honourable \caling.” For this 


| cavſe;the miniferis celled,the man of Grdjas if he should 
= Sims Embaſſadovrand legate,artd Henrenans,on rarch. 
ML. it be an honenreble thing, to CURRAN 
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;how much more,to be Gods Emibaſſidbiir,Kve 
of heaven, andearth ? Therefore, ealedAvgetls, and —_ 
$arrs , toshew , the excellencie of their cally: which 
Paul conſidering,he cryes outin a Wonder: How beautifit{l 
are che feere, that is,the comming of then , Whith bring a 
glad ridings of peace? Asit,he should have faid;I cannot- 1 
expreſſe, how beautifuil,and excellent, how lovely, and! | 
anvable , their comming is. See what accounte , Elizens | 
madeof , Elias, who being takenvp , Zlizeas looketh | 
after him; andecryeth our :. 0h the Charriors of {ſrael & , King. 
the hor ſmen thereof ! fignifying:, that Elias being gone, 12, * 
the very beauty, and ſtrength of! ſ#ae/, was gone: | 
If this were well regarded, then the miniſterie of God). 
would be more regarded, /e/? deſpiſed, eſe diſ-gra- 1 
ced, more honoured; more reyerenced ,more eſteemed 
then it is: but for want of this-con/iderarrem , tlie _— 
ters of Godareaccounted now adayes, as the-4p0/ehes 
WEFE before them;the very furh and off ſtoartng of the 1*C0r. 41 
world:the very of !ls, and refuſe, of mankind. And, if 
our dishonouring God. in our places, and our 4z- 
«Hhfull walking, in our calling, God hath juſtly disho-: 
nourediys, and made vs beſe ,and wile;abjet? , and con- 
zemprible , in the fight of the people ; let vs blame our- 
ſelves:but,ifany,doe eſteeme thus,of Gods miniſterie, 
and account; the calling of hisminiſters, dichonoura-- 
ble; they dishonour, not 'vs , but God , whoſe mefſen- 
gers,andEmbaſſadours,we are :asGod faid to Moſes: 
ihey have mp murmured againſt thee but me: ard, ſo he ſaid. Num, Y | 
to:Semmel:they have not rejetedibeegbut they have caſt me 7: all 
awsy, from being King over them, T.etthermremember, * ſems;) 
thatfearefull ſpeech; he thar deſpiſerh you, fefpuſerh me, 
Chriſt, shall-take:that-dishonour, done to hifnthiſter, 
as done to himelte, And therefore , i Devid would 
4 ka $ 
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not put vp that diſ-grace which was offred to his 
meſſengers by Hanan:certeynely , (brifs will not put'vp 


that 4rf-gr«ce, which is offred,to his —_— and mi 


wiſiers, Wherefore, I heere dare, all rapr[ts, Arbeiſes, 
Libertines, Newiers, Machievellis,and,all prophane Epi- 
cares whoſoever, to contemne the- miniſters of God: 
if thou 4areſe dishonour them, dil-grace them,mocke 
them,and laugh at them: Cal them, pefrilext tellowes, 
as Teriwls; did : andir0ublers of the ſtate, as 4hab did 
Elias, atroublerof [{rael : Cel them wad. fellowes , as 
Era ſta: did , in his mad mode : Callthem , railing prea- 
chers, ſ#ajtious preachers: aflure they ſclte , who ever 
thou art , that , thus :br#ke}t in thy heart : or, ſpeakeſt 
withthy mouth:the Lers,oft whome,we have received 
our miniſterie , shall not forget this contempt : bur, 
tho baſe beour per Joxs , poore be our livings, disho- 
nourable be our e{1imezien:he shall remember,and he 
Shall revenge it; And theretore, teare to vility , any 
ef thoſe, who have their miniſtery from the Lord. Mep 
we are,aSyOuarc: and thatis for your good , for you 
could not heare the yoice, of God himiclte, and live: 
or, ofany of thoſc b/efſce , and g/oriows Angets of his. 
Sin fall we are, as yee are: and thatis , becauſe we are 
Men. , 

Hortal we are, as you are:and thatis , becauſe we 
arefinfull. Yet ftill,tho men, fin ful,and moral, we are 
the meſſengers of God , and 4mbeſſadeursof Chriſe, It 
you love vs not,1n regard of our per ſows, yet love vs,in 
regard of our office : we are indeed , butearthen veſ- 
ſells;but we have preziess treaſures in vs:if, you citee- 
me vs not , becauſe weare veſſels, and of earih, yet 
honour ys, for the rreaſnre; ſake. Our minifterie is 
at ours, butthe Lords; We,and thrice Wee be to pum 
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that ſeorneth it, R 

The laft thing , comes to be conſidered , in this Do, 4: 
verſe. That thos fnlfl it. It is heere required of the 
mivifter, that , he thinke it not enough, to diſ-charge 
his duty , co/dly , and perfuntorily, and for fashion ( as 
it were ) but, he muſt ſett himſelfe to it, earne/t/y, ze4- 
lesſly, and fervently,that be may eyen fu!f4 it: that he 
may , as Paul ſpeaketh , mate his miniitery folly knowne: 
and , approove himſelfe , the true miniFer of Chri#?: 
and make it appeare,by all meanes,that it is his #eerrs 
deſire, to Fulkit his mmiery:So did Apoies, preaching 
fervently,8 teaching diligently,the things ot the Lord. 
Firſt , he ſpake ferzenrly , and then taught : noting | 
thereby , that many ſpeake , who donotteach , be- 
cauſe they ſpeake not fervently , as cApolies, Thus 
did Paw/, burne in Spirit , and then, he teſtified to the 
tewes,that le ſus was the Loxd. Thus did Chriſt preach: ;,j 
of whome,the Phariſes meſſengers, gavethis teſtimony, 
and ingennouſly conteſſed;never man ſpake like this man: 
becaule , he ako zealouſly , and with authority, and, ga, >, 
not co/dly,and faint!ly,as did the Scribes. 

Tho a man ,had all knowledg , of all Fathers , ron- 
gnes and avs, yet wnefſc he have zeale , he can never AR, 2, 
fulfd, the miniſtery of Chriſt. Therefore, did the H. 
Ghoſt deſcend,in the likenes of cloyen tongues, like | 
fire;to fignify a zealous, a hott, preaching miniſterie. | 
Iohn was a barving , as well as a 5hining light : So mult 5eh, | 


1.Tim. 4. 


ve burne with zeale;it we will fulfill the miniſterie. Y 

If this be ſo, what shall we ſay, of theiſe cold, com- uſe. r, C 
fortles diſcourſes , and morrall-philoſophyleftures, | 
(rather then Sermons ) without zeale , of formall- 
preachivg miniſters, which shame the heate, by which 


men should bequickened ; being as Bernard ſpeakes 
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laciferi, but , not igniferi , having , ſome light of h»:w« 
ledge,in their heads, bur, no fire of zeale, in their bares, 
who,ſpeaking the word of God,do weaken the power 
thereof,by da/nes, and f'arnes of Spirit ; bringing forth 
their doctrines, as many woemen do their children; 
#1/l-borne, without ſence , withoutfeeling , without 
motion; uſing 4rine, without application; application, 
without zeale, like men without ſoules,or /mages with- 
out lives, Such were, the intollerable cold; co//arrons, 


"Mi of the Scribes, and Phariſes , whereby, they did looſe 


their Auditours,and,made their Synegoewes, deſolate : 
and ſuch are the Sermons , of thoſe miniſters , whoſe 
mindsare drowned , in wordly matters , whoſe [prrits 
are frozen, and-pittitully benummed , with wo/dtines, 
and ſenſuality. 

And, fo ds/are their owne hearts , by want of holy 
medite1ton, that, they bave no life, in their mintiterie, 
nor powerin their preeching,more, then when, a little 
boy,faith grace. Wherefore, as Pa#{bids T:morby , t0 
flirr up,the graces of God in him; to blow them.,as it were 
with belowes,as, the Greeke word, imports : ſo muſt we, 
and endevour, to Godly yehemency ; in our preaching, 
_ that, we may eaforce our doctrine, to the hearts of 
the.hearers, and, may make our miniſterie, knowve to 
Gods people.. 

And 14##y, that our minifferie, may be fulfilled ; let 
vs be,to them that belceve,as Enſamples,in Word, in c0n- 
27H ver ſation,in love,in ſpirit, & in parenes, as Paut ſpeaketh 
I to Timorby:letvslabour,to be anrepreoveable,and with- 


Wi out.blame, that; we ſett an edge , 0n our Sermons, and 


may , by our owne lite , authorzce our dotrine ; let us 
f1#,be confirmed, as Peter was, and ſtrengthen others; 
let vs fr#, oblerve the commendemenr of God,8& theu 
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zeach them others to obſerve; letvs fr#, /aboar to be 
the ſervants of God,as Pau! was,and then, the ApoZ les 
of Ieſus Chriſt; let vs have.in our bre#-plare, both urim, 
and Thammim,both knowledg,and holines,and,in the 
outmoſt borders , of our garmenrs, let there be, both, 
belts, and pomegranazes toe, both, ſoundnesof doftrine, 
and ſweernes of converſation. Take away the reproch 
of the people , that hath , a great while taken vp , that 


ſpeech ; Thou that reacheit another ., teache#t thou nor thy 1" : 


ſelfe ? . 

You are in the face of the people , a fault in you, 
i5,aS a Faine in the face., and a blow in the eye: as moſt 
perſpicuous, ſo moſt dangerous, in the haza, the glove 
may cover it:in the feeze, the sFoves may cover it:in the 
bogy,the clothes may cover it: in a cbi/@, his age: ina Woe= 
may, her ſexe : in a private man, his ignoravce may excuſe 
it :in you, that-muſt be E»ſamples toothers,in all kind 
of converſation , nothing can excuſe it. Therefore , if 
there be heere , any /izar7as, that , .do wipe out with 
their zaz/e, the print of their teete , made inthe duſt: 
any. preacher who, by the wncleane tayle,of a looſe lite, 
wipes out:the prinr,of true doctrine; if any have Jacobs 
voyce, and Efaws hands, it any , that carry the ve//owes 
of preaching in the one hand, to kindle, and the water 


of ungodtines , in the other , to.quench it: let them 


not deceive themſclves , by their preaching , their 
winiftery, is nottulfilled, and therefore , they shall 
have their porri0n, with that ſervant , that knowes his 


maſters will,and doeth it not. 


And now to Concladeall', 1 ſay vntoallzake heed zo. 
your miniſierie.: forthe devillyour adverſary, | thereis 
kis dread ] as a /yep;\thereis his power]asa rouring low ,_ | 
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[ there is his defire to hurt ] goerb about , # there is his 
induftrie ] and ſeekech| there is more then ordinary di- 
ligence,not Whar, but, Whom, he may devoure: Eyen 
the ſoules of men , that is his preye. His force , very 
greate , his W#les , and 44vaxtages, not unowne , his 
malice experienced, his cree/ty, ſuch as he{canafforde; 
therefore , zake heede ro your miniſierie. The wicked, 
your enimies , are F agle-eyld , tolooke into yon , and 
ſpye you, as narrowly, as the Romans did C220, or the: 
pbariſes , (hriſt z to find a fault, and having found, 
either your ignorance, or, yournegligence, or, the 
pride of your ambition, or, your coverouſnes , they have 
enough, to talke of , with joy on every ale-bench. 
Others ſee your faults, and Weepe , inſecret , for your 


finns , that Gods glorious goſpel , that ſweete oynt- 


ment,should be carried in ſuch filthy boxes, as ſome of 
you are. Take heedc jo your miniſteric you bave received 
mn the Lord: you have received of the Lord: to him,you 
muſt give-«ccont , you have received it for the Lord; 
to him you muſt performe your. dutye , shame not 
him , that hath called you , walke werrhy of the Lord, 
approove yourſelves, as. workmen, that need not, to 
be «-hamed,in fulfilling this your mini ſrerie : for,if you 


- have bene faithfull,thereisJayd vp for you, a Crowne of 


glorye,which, God, the righteous jedge,shall give you 
at that day : if «»fairbfull, go many farhowes , deeper 
into hed, then other men, becauſe you lave bene, the 
Soulc-murderers of them , whome you should have fa- 
ved. Thus, as the Co/o fians muſt ſay to Archippss, ſo 
Ito you,every one, t4ke heede royour miniſierie, Which 
you hatverecerved mike Lord that you fulfill it. 

Even ſo, good Lord,grant vnto the miniſcerie,of thy 
choſen ones all gitts., fit for their calling , give vato- 
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them , increaſe of knowledge, give them faith fulnes _ 
give them-=eale , that they may teach thy people , in 
thy trueth ! 

And reforme, all them;thateither, for ;1gnerexce can« | 
not:or, for neg/zgence, willnort; or , for fear fulxes , dare 
not; or, for Wickedwes, and wngodlines , ought not, te 

preach thy word : that true Paſconrs , being pla» 

ced in, among thy people , which may feed 
them, with knowledg,and vnderſtans 
ding,thy church may grow vp,in 
perfect beauty,to the glo- 
ry of thy name ! 


Amen 


FINIS 


